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THE CAUSES AND CURE OF SPIRITUAL DECLENSiON 


“rom notes of a Sermon on Rey. iii. 2.—“ Strengthen the things which remain 
that are ready to die.” 


These words are a part of the letter addressed to the church of 
Sardis, which, like those to the other churches, is preface by 2 
description of Christ, the principle sender, in a suitableness to 
her case. In this, her case and condition is described as being 
dead; expressive of what she was before God, though before tlie 
world she had “a name,” and was esteemed, by those around her, 
to be achurch in a better condition than others, By “ deadness”’ 
here, we may understand, either simple deadness, or being dead 
in trespasses and sins, as was the case with too many therein.— 
They were utterly destitute of the grace of God; while having 
a form of godliness, they denied the power of it, making a fair 
show inthe flesh. Or it may be understood comparative!y, either 
in respect of what they seemed to be, or were thought to be by 
others, or what they ought to have been, or in respect of what 
they formerly had been. And, as even believers who have 
some life, may be charged with having sadly declined; so the 
language here may be applied to them in part. It is a grievous 
charge and dangerous condition, when persons highly esteemed 
by others, yea much applauding themselves, and having some 
seeming grounds for it; yet totally, or in part, and comparatively, 
are dead and lifeless. In the second verse he gives two direc. 
tions for their recovery. The first is “to watch.” Watchfulness 
is here to be understood metaphorically, as for the most part it is 
used in scripture as importing that care and caution and attention 
which is necessary in the affairs of our souls in religion. This is 


a duty which Christ frequently inculeated upon his disciples, that 
VoL. Iv. 17 
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they should be awake and have their spiritual seuses in order — 
Much of the sinful deadness of this church was owing to their 
omission of this duty. A second direction we have in the words 
we propose considering :— Strengthen the things which remain 
that are ready to die.” Complexly, this may be considered with 
reference to the church in general, in her public capacity, or of 
individuals, especially of backsliding and declining believers.— 
In this last respect, we shall view it at present. The words thus 
taken, furnish us with this GENERAL PROPOSITION,— 

That even saints may fall into such decays in grace und holiness 
that there are but few relics and remains of what they formerly 
had; and the peremptory command to such, is, “‘ strengthen the things 
that remain and are ready to die.” In treating of this subject, we 
shall 

I. Make some preliminary observations. 

II. Show what some of those things are which weaken grace. 
and cause it to decline. 

III. Point out how grace is to be striengthgened. 

{. As preliminary to this subject, we observe, 

1. That the constitution of the spiritual life, in its nature, is 
such, that it is meet it should thrive, grow and increase unto the 
end. This the scripture testifies by comparing it to things that 
increase and progress. It is compared to plantsand trees, which 
being planted in a fruitful soil, and watered by the showers of 
heaven, fail not to spring up and increase, unless checked in their 
growth by external violence. Ps.i.3. To express the cer. 
tainty of its increase, it is compared to those things whose pro- 
gress is infallible, as Prov. iv. 18.— The path of the just is as 
the shining light which shineth more and more unto theperfect 
day.” Their progress is iike the shining or morning light which 
goethon by degrees and shineth more andmore unto the high noon. 
though it may appear to be interrupted by clouds and storms; its 
progress may be invisible, but it is certain; travelling onward in 
majesty, the sun will dissipate every opposing cloud, and appear in 
his meridian glory. The same truth is expressed, when it is compar- 
ed to “a well of water springing up unto everlasting life.” Not 
a pool or pond, which may be dried up, but a spring which faileth 
not until it issue in life eternal. There are likewise sundry prom 
ises given unto believers to assure them of such supplies of grace 
as will cause their spiritual life to grow, and increase, and flour- 
ish, unto the end. The promises are means by which the spiritu 
al life is communicated to us, and whereby it is preserved in us 
as 2 Pet. i. 4.—** Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises, that by these ye might be partakers of the di- 
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vine nature.” Isaiah xliv. 3,4—I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring; and 
they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water 
courses.” Here is a supposition of what we are in ourselves, both 
before and after our conversion to God; we are as thirsty, dry, 
and barren ground, who have no radical moisture to make us 
flourishing and fruitful; but here is the blessed relief which God 
inthis case has provided: he will pour the refreshing water of 
ais Spirit, and the blessings of his grace upon us. Yet, notwith- 
standing the promises of growth and fruitfulness, if we are neg- 
ligent in the due improvement of the grace we have received 
and in the discharge of the duties required of us, we may fall in- 
to decays and be kept in a low and unthrifty state all our days.— 
In fine, God hath seeured the growth of the spiritual life by the 
provision of food for it, whereby it is strengthened and increased. 
The spiritual, as well as the natural life, must be preserved by 
proper food; and this is the word of God, with all other ordinan- 
ces of divine worship, which depend upon it. 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3— 
Whatever the state of this life be, whether in its beginning, its 
progress or decays, there issuitable nourishment provided for it 
in the word of God. If men will neglect their daily food, it is 
no wonder they grow weak and decay; and if believers are not 
earnest in their desires after this food, or count it light or com- 
mon food, which they do not value, it is no wonder if they fall 
into spiritual decays. Thus we see, that it belongs to the consti- 
tution of the new nature to grow and increase, and for that end, 
God has given many promises and provided suitable food. But 
2. Notwithstanding the provision for the growth of spiritual 
life, believers are subject to decays, especially in a long course 
of profession. To this the testimony of the scripture is full, as 
manifested in the loss of our first faith, love, and works; in the 
weakening of the internal principle of spiritual life, with the 
loss thereon, of delight, joy, and consolation, and the abatement 
of the fruits of obedience which Jesus Christ doth expressly 
charge on five of the seven churches of Asia: and as here, on 
some of those in Sardis, as likewise in Laodicea. These decays 
had proceeded to such a degree, that they were in danger of ut- 
ter rejection; and hereunto answers the experience of all church- 
es and believers in the world who have had long continuance in 
the ways of religion, and have indulged a spirit of slumber in 
their day, as the spouse complains of herself, Cant. v. 2. i.e. they 
have been overtaken by decays of one sort or another, in their 
judgments or their affections, in their inward frame or outward 
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Lions, With respect to spiritual or moral duties, in their various 
-clations. 
2. There is great reason to believe that such isthe present state 
+ but too many professors of religion: they have fallen under 
hese spiritual decays, and do not enjoy the effects of the promis- 
-¢ and provision God hath made for them. Though this is the 
-ase, yet alas! how few are truly sensible of their condition, and 
fected with it. The church of Sardis had a “ name” in which 
she gloried. Laodicea was sensibly decayed—gone off from her 
orimitive faith and obedience, yet she was so secure in her apos- 
‘acy, that she judged herself in a thriving condition. God tes- 
‘fied concerning Ephraim, that “ gray hairs were sprinkled upon 
iim, yet he knew it not;” he was im a declining and dying con- 
‘ition, and did not understand it. Hence it is added, “ they did 
ot return unto the Lord their God, nor seek him for all this.” If 
‘nen will not learn their spiritual decays, there is no hope of pre- 
yvailing with them to return to the Lord. ‘The whole have no 
need of a physician, but those that are sick.” When perons fall 
ander the power of stupid security, it is hard to rouse them up.— 
Says Christ, Prov. i. 24, 25—‘I called and ye refused, I stretch- 
ed out my hand and no man regarded; ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my reproof.” What evidence of 
‘lecay is to be seen in the untenderness of conscience in many! 
they do not boggle as formerly at sins when they could say with 
David, “I hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love.” The things 
they formerly abhorred, they now admit without scruple. As 
conscience is the first thing to become lively, when the Lord is 
at work with the soul, so it is the first thing that is weakened: 
and when it becomes untender, it is an evidence that little is left 
When strength against sin and temptation is abated, it is a plain 
indication of decay. This isa sad case for one, the longer he 
lives to grow weaker in grace, and to be more easily ensnared by 
the Devil and the world. It.shows the communication between 
Christ and the soul is much stopped. But is not this the case 
with many? Is not the work of mortification, with many, at a 
stand? A Christian, if he is not going forward, is going back 
ward; if he is not adding to it, his stock is losing; the thriving 
Christian never waiits work. Hence Paul says, Phil. iii. 14.— 
** Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Is not the 
spirit of duties much gone, though the outward form may be ob- 
served? In fine, are not too many becoming strangers to a life 
of faith in Christ, seldom employing him as their prophet, then 
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piiest, or their king, or labouring to subject the whole soul to him 
in his commandments, and the allotments of his providence?— 
These, and other things, manifest sad declining in a work of re- 
ligion. We now proceed 

{I. To show, or point out, some of those things which bring 
grace to a declining state. And 

1. The first cause of this evil which we shall notice is unwatch- 
fulness. Watchfulness is the first thing the church of Sardis is 
called to, in order to her recovery; intimating that the sad con- 
dition into which she had fallen, was much owing to the neglect 
of this duty. If men are careless about their bodies, it may prove 
fatal; if about their worldly affairs, they may fall into irretriev- 
able ruin; and if unwatchful over their hearts, the interests of 
religion will as certainly decline. How many are there who 
have little of religion left in them through their not watching 
their hearts, though they may once have been in a fair way of 
prospering! There are many enemies watching to ensnare the 
soul, both outward and inward. It is im vain to think that the at- 
tainments we have made, can be kept, unless we watch. 

2. Another cause of spiritual decay is sloth. Sloth is ruinous 
in worldly affairs. ‘ Drowsiness,” says Solomon, “ will clothe a 
man with rags.’ This istrue m a_ particular manner, in spir- 
itual things. if men will sit down contented with their attain- 
ments and enjoyments, and fall asleep in security and sloth, the 
enemy will take advantage thereof to robandspoil them; and 
Christ will withdraw himself from them. See how it fared with 
the spouse, Cant. v. 3.—She had composed herself to rest, fallen 
into spiritual drowsiness, she finds it difficult to stir; for toa lazy 
soul every thing looks like an insurmountable difficulty; their 
way to duty is a hedge of thorns; there is a lion in their streets, 
when any thing would rob them of their carnal ease. It is much 
fer one in a secure frame, to wrestle with their own dispositions. 
[t is the flesh which crieth out for carnal indulgence. In obey- 
ing, and giving way to it, we strengthen its interests, and there- 
by weaken grace, and bring it into decay. 

3. Another cause of spiritual decay is wearying of God. This 
is both an evidence of decay, and a cause of farther declension. 
God complains of his people of old on this account: “ Thou hast 
been weary of me, O Israel!” But men may be ready to say, 
how, or wherein have we been weary of God? Do we not en- 
gage in the duties of his service? But these duties and services 
he ‘‘ cannot away with,” (Isaiah i. 13. 14.) when they want that 
spiritual intention of mind unto the exercises of ail grace 
which is required in such duties. These are the life, the soul, the 
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animating principle of duties, without which, their outward per- 
formance, is but a dead carcase. Men may draw near to God 
with their lips, when their hearts are far from him. So it is with 
those who attend unto the outward duties of religion, and daily 
indulge in any known sin, and do not endeavour its mortification 
in applying and directing religious duties to that end, then is 
there in them, a weariness of whatever is of God; nor hath the 
soul any real intercourse or communion, with him, by them. No 
wonder, then, that spiritual decays ensue. 

4. Another cause of spiritual decay is quenching the Spirit.— 
‘Quench not the Spirit,” says Paul, alluding to fire, whose light 
or heat, when put out, is said to be quenched. This is done in 
various ways. As fire is quenched by throwing water upon it, so 
some cast water upon this holy fire, by sinning against light, which 
wastes the conscience, defiles the soul, and fills it with darkness 
and deadness. As fire is quenched by smothering it, so the Spirit 
is quenched by taking part with lust, and so resisting and rebelling 
against the Spirit, to the persons hurt and ruin. In fine, as fire 
is quenched by neglect or withholding proper fuel, in like man- 
ner is the holy Spirit quenched. And when the Spirit withdraws, 
life and liveliness departs—grace goes into decay. 

5. Another cause (and evidence also) of spiritual decay is want 
of spiritual appetite. As im nature, that person must needs de- 
cline who loses his appetite for his food, so is it in grace. The 
spiritual appetite consists in earnest desires after, and a relish for, 
spiritual food. So it is described by the Apostle, 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3.— 
This desire is grounded on an experience of the grace of God in 
it to us, so that we may grow and thrive thereby. But when we 
lose our appetite for the word of God, the word loses its power 
and efficacy towards us, which brings on asad falling away from 
grace. 

6. Another cause is worldly mindedness and carnality. When 
the world gets hold of the heart and affections, God is robbed of 
his due; the soul is drawn off from all spirituality in religion. — 
tirace loses ground, and corruption gains strength. So God com- 
plains of Israel, Jer. xv. 6.—“ Thou hast forsaken me, saith the 
Lord; thou art gone backward.” See also Isaiah i. 4: Jer. i.16. 
Nothing is more ensnaring than the world, in bringing grace to 
dying remains. Christians when young, and their hearts unen- 
tangled with the cares of the world, how lively in religion are 
they! But afterwards, when the cares of this life, and the deceit- 
fulnes of riches stex on them, religion melts away like snow be- 
fore the sun. In fine, where persons indulge any beloved lust 
or corruption, it becomes an idol of jealousy, and provokes God 
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te withhold his influences, and withdraw his countenance; and 
how quickly, then, does grace fall into decay. These, and other 
things too numerous to mention, bring on sad declensions in the 
believer. 

III. We proceed to enquire very briefly, how grace that is ina 
weak and decaying state is to be strengthened. In order to this 
it is necessary, 

1. To be brought to see and to be affected with our condition, 
and earnestly to desire its amendment. The sick man will never 
be anxious for the physician till he is sensible of his diseased 
state, and the danger he is in; so neither will the decayed Chris- 
tian labour to get out of his miserable condition, till he is con- 
vinced of his danger: and how truly miserable, and dangerous 
is such astate! Init, evena child of God, can have no comfort- 
able evidence that he belongs to his family, nor perform any act 
of new obedience aright, nor overcome temptation; every thing 
is difficult and laborious, while thus destitute of spiritual strength. 
But though this state of the Christian is miserable, it is not des- 
perate; and therefore, 

2. Being convinced of our condition we ought not to despair, 
as if there wasno remedy or deliverance from this cold, lifeless, 
barren frame of heart. The Lord hath graciously provided, and 
given unto us, great and precious promises of a recovery, if we 
do apply ourselves unto the means of it. See for direction and 
encouragement here, Hosea xiv. 1—S8. Israel had fallen by his 
iniquity, apostatised from God, yet he holds forth his gracious re- 
lation to himas hisGod. Now when he would heal his back- 
slidings by his sovereign grace, he gives an effectual call to re- 
pentance, and the use of means for his healing; and thus repent- 
ance acts itself, not only in affectionate confession of sin, where- 
in his backslidings did consist or which was the occasion of them, 
but also, in fervent prayer for the pardon of all iniquity, and for 
gracious acceptance with God: and there is a renewed engage- 
ment to renounce all other grounds of hope and confidence, and 
trust wholly in him who says, “I will heal their backslidings, | 
will love them freely; I will be asthe dew unto Israel, he shall 
grow as the lily and cast forth his roots asLebanon. They shall 
revive as the corn, and growas the vine, and the scent thereof 
shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

3. If we would get strength so as to be delivered from these 
decays, and come to thrive and flourish in the inward principle 
and outward fruits of the divine life, we must labour to believe. 
For when a man hath orce gotten faith, though he be ever so 
weak, he may say, “God ismy strength.” “I will go on in the 
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strength of the Lord.” I will go about duties, and whatever ¢ 
may be put to, in the strength of the Lord. By faith, from being 
weak, we become strong. “I can do all thingsthrough Christ 
strengthening me.” Here lies all our strength, therefore, all our 
care should be to believe. ‘‘ Your strength is to sit still,” and 
wait upon, and trust in him. All supplies of grace are from 
Christ; and in vain will they be expected in any other way:— 
without him,we can do nothing: we can no more bring forth 
fruit, than a branch that is separated from the vine. “ He is our 
head,” and spiritual influences and communications are from him 
alone. “ He is our life,” he liveth in us effectually, so that our 
ability for vital acts is from him. Gal. ii. 20. If we would, then, 
be renovated from our spiritual decays, we can be so, only in the 
way of receiving supplies of strength and grace from Christ, and 
these can be obtained only by faith in him. He dwells in our 
hearts by faith; he acts in us by faith, and we live by faith in or 
onthe Son of God. The scripture gives us not the least encour- 
agement to expect grace or mercy in any other way, or by any 
other means. This faith respects the person of Christ; his grace, 
his mediation, with all the effects of it. A steady view of Christ, 
in his person, grace, and offices, through faith or a constant live- 
ly exercise of faith on him, according as he is revealed to us in 
the scriptures, is the only effectual way to obtain a revival from 
under our spiritual decays, and such supplies of grace as will 
make us active and vigorous in the ways of religion. Faith fix- 
ed upon Christ crucified, melts the heart into the deepest sorrow 
for sin—warms it into the most ardent affection—constrains it to 
activity—overcomes the world, throwing all its glories and allur- 
ments into the shade, and giving a realizing sense of the glories 
and enjoyments that are yet invisible. When the mind is filled 
with thoughts of Christ and his glory, when it cleaves unto him 
with intense affection, it will cast out or not give admittance un- 
to those causes of spiritual weakness and indisposition; but on the 
contrary, it will stir up every grace wherein spiritual revival 
doth consist; being risen with Christ, the reviving Christian will 
‘seek those things that are above,’ &c. ‘‘ Beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, he will be changed into the same im- 
age, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

4. In order to the full exercise of this reviving grace, there 
must be a diligent attendance upon and a proper improvement of 
all the instituted ordinances and means of grace. It is only in 
the practice of duties and the use of ordinances that grace from 
Christ, is received. He is the fountain in which all grace resides; 
these are the streams by which it is communicated. To be 
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strengthened, then, by means of these, it is necessary that we of- 
ten read, meditate upon, and constantly walk according to the 
word of God. “Blessed,” says the Psalmist in the first Psalm, 
‘isthe man whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who 
meditates in it day and night; he shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shail not wither, and all he doeth shall prosper.” An- 
other means conducive to the same end, is spiritual and holy con- 
versation, and associating with lively and vigorous Christians for 
this purpose. ‘“‘Two are better than one, because they have a 
good reward for their labour, for if they fall, the one will lift up 
his fellow; but wo to him that is alone when he falleth, for he 
hath not another to helphim up. If two lie together, they have 
heat, but how can one be warm alone. And if one prevail against 
him, two shall withstand him, and a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.” Eccl. iv. 9—12. ‘“ As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the 
face of a man his friend;” and thus of old, “they that feared the 
Lord, spake often one to another.” ‘To these means of a private 
kind, for obtaining strength and recovering lost spiritual health, 
may also be added, that of personal and family fasting, humilia- 
tion and prayer, Zech. xii. 10—14. When the Lord poureth forth 
from on high a spirit of grace and supplication, it is a hopeful 
sign of arevival; indeed a spirit of deadness in religion “ goeth 
not out but by fasting and earnest prayer.”’ 

But in a more especial manner, a careful attendance upon the 
public ministrations of the word and ordinances of God, is a pow- 
erful means of quickening to newness of life. ‘Strength and 
beauty are in God’ssanctuary.”” “Those that be planted in the 
house of God, shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall 
still bring forth fruit in old age, they shall be fat and flourish- 
ing.” In the mountain of the Lord’s house, has he made “ unto 
all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines one the lees; of 
fat things, full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.” — 
This is set forth in the richest abundance, especially on the 
sacramental table,to which he invites and admits his friends, giv- 
ing them the most cordial welcome. “ Eat, O friends; drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved.” In this ordinance, the “‘ worthy 
receiver is by faith made a partaker of Christ and all his ben- 
efits, to his spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.” “ His 
flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed.” This is the 
bread, “ the true bread that cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof and not die; for if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever,” 
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The sacraments too, in another respect, are to be viewed at 
the seals of God’s covenant, and therefore, must needs prove 
strengthening to the man who is in covenant with God; for what 
are the promises of this covenant, as sealed in these ordinances? 
You have it in Jer. xxxii. 3883—40. (Compare also chap. xxxi. 31— 
34: Heb. viii. 8—11: Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27.) ‘They shall be my 
people, and [ will be their God. And I will give them one heart 
and one way, that they may fear me forever—and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, and 
they shall not depart from me: yea, I will rejoice over them te 
do them good.” Surely, then, a participation of these blessings 
must furnish strength and vigour to the decayed soul, and a dili- 
gent observance of these ordinances, by which they are sealed to 
the,faith, and communicated to the soul of the believer, is of all 
others, the best way to “‘ strengthen the things which remain that 
are ready to die.” 

In improving this subject, we see 

1. How woful the condition is of many professors, yea of true 
believers, at this day; they have evidently greatly declined in 
their religious attainments. It is not with them as in times past. 
The spiritual appetite is much impaired. Much loss of former 
zeal, humility, tenderness, and contriteness of heart. The savour 
of godliness, spirituality of mind, vigour of soul, and delight in 
the ways of God, are greatly decayed. The want of love, self- 
denial, and other graces which they formerly exercised, is made 
up by self-conceit, pride, formality, worldly-mindedness, and un- 
tenderness of walk and conversation. 

2. This subject points out what is the present duty and interest 
of persons in such a state of spiritual declension. It is to 
‘strengthen the things which remain that are ready to die.” _Im- 
prove the little strength you have, and recover yourselves from 
your decays. The longer you are ieelcaine, the harder it will 
be to recover; and if you do not immediately set about it, you 
may lose still more. A recovery may be had, if you improve the 
means. ‘Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord—and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the former and 
latter rain, unto the earth.” Consider that dying remains are not 
fit for the work a Christian has to do in the world. You have 
much work to do; much opposition to meet with from the Devil, 
the world, and the flesh, and your time is short. They that have 
most grace, will have enough to do with it; ye have, therefore, 
need of strength. Consider that if you stir not up yourselves to 
“ strengthen the things that remain and are ready tq «ie,” it wil! 
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ve bitterness in the end. Sleeping, decaying Christians, if they 
awake not at the Lord’s call, may get a sad awakening. There- 
fore, though the work be hard, it must be done. The fire almost 
quenched, is hard to be kindled; you have all that to undo which 
you have been doing since you went back from God. 

Labour, then, to work in your hearts a deep sense of your sad 
condition; humble your souls before God: impress upon your 
minds a sense of your need of grace, crying out with the Apostle, 
*‘O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body 
of thisdeath?” Be sensible of your inability to recover your- 
selves, saying with Ephraim, “ Turn thou me, and I shall be turn- 
ed.” Depend not on your resolutions; but go out of ‘yourselves 
to Christ. Renew your acceptance of Christ, and look to him 
for quickening. Reflect on former experiences, and the days of 
old, when it was better with you. Review your decays, as the 
church of Sardis is directed to do, in their several steps and their 
joleful effects on your hearts and lives, and fix your eyes on your 
lusts and corruptions, which have carried you away from God, 
and study their mortification through the Spirit; for they are the 
suckers that draw away the sap from your souls and make them 
wither; as these thrive,the plant of grace must languish and decay. 
Watch, and be much in fervent prayer. Prayer and fasting are 
the most proper remedies for the worst decays. Be diligent in 
attendance upon, and in carefully improving, the ordinances and 
means of grace, labouring by faith to cleave to Christ,'as exhibit- 
ed in them, and drawing supplies out of his fullness. By earnest, 
fervent, persevering exercises of this kind, you will be able 
through grace to “strengthen the things which remain that are 
ready to die;” for the promise is, “they that wait upon the Lord, 
shall renew their strength.” ‘The righteous shall hold on his 
way, and he that hath clean hands, shall wax stronger and strong- 
er.”’ LEUCOS. 
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OVERTURE OF A TESTIMONY WHICH WAS UNDER 
THE CONSIDERATION OF THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD 
AND CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY, 
WITH A VIEW TO UNION BETWEEN THESE TWO 
BODIES. 


To the kindness of a friend, recently from Scotland, who has 
favoured us with a perusal of the above Overture, which was en- 
acted at the Union of the two bodies in May last, we understand 
with almost no alteration, we are indebted for being enabled to 
enrich our pages, and we hope profit our readers. by presenting 
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them witb the doctrinal statements which it contains. ‘The whole 
consists of two Parts; the first of which, is Histcrical and corres- 
ponds with the Narrative prefixed to the Testimony of the Asso- 
ciate Church, and is executed we think, in a very masterly man- 
ner. The second Part is Doctrinal,and consists of Nineteen Chap- 
ters. The plan, or manner, in which this part is conducted, is in 
our opinion, the best we have ever scen; and furnishes an excel- 
tent model for all instruments of the like nature. 


** A Testimony,” they say, page 2, “ in the stricter sense of the 
word, while it agrees with a Confession of Faith in its general na- 
ture and design, differs from it in several respects. It recognises 
the received Confession, and appeals to it as a subordinate au- 
thority in the Church for deciding on differences which have 
arisen; it bears witness for particular truths, as not only founded 
on the Word of God, but avouched in the authorised profession 
of faith; and while, on the one hand, it is not necessarily so ex- 
tensive as the confession, in respect of the truths specified, so, on 
the other hand, it requires a statement of the facts by which it is 
regulated, bothin the way of approval and disapproval. It may 
be added, that, when the evils which form the ground of separa- 
tion are of a permanent kind, the testimony of a body may differ 
from occasional testimonies, in respect of the public and perma- 
nent use which may be made of it, as it must, in such circumstan- 
ces, serve as a test of faithfulness, and an instrument for distin- 
guishing the communion of those who really adhere to the com- 
mon confession, from that of those whose adherence to it has be- 
come dubious, and in many instances is merely nominal.” 


The history of the! separation of the Constitutional Associate 
Presbytery from the General Associate Synod, and of the Union 
formed between the former and the Associate Synod, consisting 
of the Protesters against the late Union between the Burghers 
and Antiburghers, is related asjfollows: 


* In the year 1795, there was laid before the Synod (which had 
now taken the name of the General Associate Synod), an over- 
ture of a Narrative and Testimony, to serve the purpose to which 
the Judicial Tesflmony had hitherto been applied. After being 
occupied in its correction for a number of years, the Synod ap 
proved and enacted it asa term of ministerial and christian com- 
munion, in the manner stated in their act relating to it*; and, 
about the same time, they adopted a new Acknowledgment of 

* Tn 180} 
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Sins and Bond. These acts were opposed by several members of 
court, who allowed that the Narrative and Testimony contained, 
particularly in the doctrinal part of it, an assertion of many valu- 
able and precious articles of truth, but objecting to it as departing 
from the received doctrine on the connection between Churchand 
State, and the national character and obligation of our Cove- 
nants. Having protested against the adoption of these deeds on 
this ground, four of these brethren soon after formed themselves 
into a Presbytery, undet the name of the Constitutional Asso- 
ciate Presbytery*. A dispute on similar points had some time 
before produced a breach in the other branch of the Secession. 

We do not judge it necessary to enter farther into the dispute 
occasioned by the Narrative and Testimony, not only because the 
General Synod have drepped it, and ceased to exist as a separate 
body, but also because such members of the Synod as continued 
to adhere to that Testimony, and those brethren who protested 
against its enactment, have, in the good Providence of God, come 
to see eye to eye, and unanimously to agree to the following prop- 
ositions, which we consider as doing justice to the truth, on the 
several points which were brought into controversy.” 


The propositions here mentioned, to which they have unani- 
mously agreed, are those set forth in the Basis, which was pub- 
lished in our 3d vol. page 234, and to which we refer our readers. 

They unite in testifying against the Union, formed between 
the Associate and General Associate Synods, for the five follow- 
reasons: ‘‘l. Because the Basis is not laid on an adherence to 
the Covenanted Reformation, and Reformed Principles of the 
Church of Scotland;” that is, they declare their adherence to the 
Westuninster Confession and Catechisms, not as “ part of the Uni- 
formity in religion of the three nations,” but only as the Confes- 
sion of their Faith, expressive of the sense in which they under- 
stand the holy Scriptures. 2. Because “ the testimony to the con- 
tinued obligation of the National Covenant and the Solemn 
League, is dropped.” 3. Because “ though the morality of public 
religious covenanting is admitted by the Basis; yet the present 
seasonableness of it is not asserted.” 4. Because “ by accepting 
the Basis, any testimony which had been formerly borne against 
sinful oaths and other practical evils inconsistent with pure reli- 
gion, and a scriptural and consistent profession of it, was drop- 
ped; and all barriers against the practice of what is called free 
communion, which has become so general and fashionable, are re- 
moved.” 5. Because they “ consider the course adopted respect- 


ing the Burgess Oath, by enjoining all to abstain from agitating 
* In 1806. 
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in future the questions which occasioned the breach, as an un- 
proper restraint on ministerial and christian liberty in testifying 
against sin.” 
The plan adopted in the Doctrinal Part of the Testimony, is 
thus announced in the end of the Historical Part. 


“On this, as well as other grounds, we judge it necessary, in 
the following part of our Testimony, to be more particular in 
specifying the different articles of truth, confronting the doctrines 
of our Confession of Faith with the opposite errors which are 
prevailing, and giving a more explicit statement of some of them, 
which are only generally stated in the Confession, because they 
were opposed by few at the time when that standard was com- 
posed. And, in doing this, we shall subjoin to each article the 
principal scripture-grounds on which it rests, for confirming the 
faith of the friends of truth, and convincing gainsayers.” 


The plan here exhibited and pursued in the Testimony ac- 
cords better with our own views of the nature of a Testimony 
and the way of exhibiting it, than any we have yet seen. The 
statements of doctrines throughout, is, we think, brief but full, 
and in general clear and decided; and except in one or two points, 
varying nothing, that we have been able to perceive, from the 
former statements of Secession principles. The proots and illus- 
trations annexed to each head, are of a masterly kind—solid, clear 
and satisfactory. We shall give the first section of the first chap. 
ter entire, asa specimen of the plan; and, after that, except in 
one or two of the more important articles, confine ourselves to 
the doctrinal statements, omitting the proofs and illustrations. 


THE DOCTRINAL PART OF THE TESTIMONY.—CHAPTER I. 
Of Natural and Revealed Religion. 


1. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 1 
and in opposition to those who deny the existence of natural re 
ligion, and maintain that all the knowledge mankind have of the 
existence of God, and moral obligation, is derived from superna 
tural revelation, 

We declare,—That the law of nature in man, and the works of 
creation and providence, without the aid of supernatural revela- 
tion, shew that there is a God, whose kingdom ruleth over all, 
and so far manifests his wisdom, power, and goodness, as to leave 
all men inexcusable. 

In proof of the aljove statement, we would observe, That the 
Scriptures take for granted the first principles of natural religion, 
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and instead of first proving the existence of God, begin with tell- 
ing us what God did*: That they frequently appeal to these nat- 
ural principles in support of their doctrines respecting the De- 
ityt: That they teach us, that the works of creation proclaim the 
existence, and discover several of the attributes of God; and that 
the dispensations of Providence bear witness to every nation un- 
der heaven, of his bounty, one the one hand, in supplying the 
wants of his creatures, and of his awful, but holy severity, on the 
other, in punishing transgressors{: That these discoveries of God 
are calculated to excite a sense of moral obligation; and that 
such a moral feeling, arising from the remains of the law of na- 
ture, exists among those who were never favoured with the writ- 
ten law§. 


2. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 1. 
and in opposition to the Deists, who maintain the sufficiency of 
the light of nature to guide men to eternal happiness; and also, 
to those who maintain, that, ‘“‘ by the works of creation and pro- 
vidence, including tradition, God hath given an obscure objec- 
tive revelation to all men, of his being reconcileable to sinners; 
and that the heathen may know that there is a remedy for sin 
provided, which may be called an implicit or obscure revelation 
of the gospel:” 

We declare,—That the light of nature is insufficient to instruct 
fallen man how he is to glorify or enjoy God, as it makes no pro- 
vision for his recovery from the ruins of his fall; and that wher- 
ever supernatural revelation is unknown, mankind are without 
God and without hope in the world. 


3. In defence of the doctrines of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 
3, and 3, and in opposition to the Deists, who deny that the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments are the word of God; and 
to others who reckon the apocryphal books of equal authority 
with the Scriptures, 

We declare,—That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment are the Word of God, and the only rule of faith and holy 
obedience, to which nothing is te be added by newrevelations of 
the Spirit, or otherwise. 


4. In opposition to those who maintain, that the sacred penmen 
had no full or particular inspiration, but were so left to them- 
selves that they might err as to matters of less importance, and 


* Gen. i. 1. + Acts xvii. 24: Isaiah xl. 26. ¢ Rom. i. 20: Acts 
xiy. 17: Ps. xlv. 8 § Acts xvii. 26, 27: Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
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that their reasonings from facts and doctrines ate often inconclu 
Sive, 

We declare,—That all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and that the sacred penmen, in committing these holy oracles to 
writing, were under the infallible direction of the Holy Spirit, 
both with respect to matter and language. 


5. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 
3—9, and in opposition to the Secinians, who maintain, that rea- 
son is the rule or standard by which we are to judge of the doc- 
trines of supernatural revelation, and that we are bound to re- 
ceive nothing as true which reason cannot comprehend, 

We declare,—That the Scriptures, from the subjects of which 
they treat, must contain many things mysterious; that the ground 
of faith is not the wisdom of man, but the authority of God in 
his own word; and that we are bound to believe whatever is con- 
tained in the Scriptures purely upon his authority, however far 
above our comprehension, 


6. In defence of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 8—10, and in op-- 
position to the Papists, who maintain that the authority of the 
Scriptures is derived from the Church, or the sense which she 
puts upon them, 

We declare —That the Scriptures themselves are the supreme 
standard of truth and duty, and that the Supreme Judge, by whom 
all controversies in religion are to be tried, is the Spirit of God, 
speaking to us in the Scriptures. 


7. In defence of the Confession, chap. i. sect. 8. and in opposi- 
tion also to the Papists, who refuse the use of the Scriptures to 
the laity, and maintain, that they should not be translated inte 
modern languages, 

We declare,—That, as salvation is intended by God for all ranke 
and classes of mankind, and as the Scriptures are designed by 
God as a means of making men wise unto salvation, so they must 
be intended for general use, and that in order to this, it is neces- 
sary that they should be translated into the vulgar language of 
every nation. 


CHAPTER I1.--OF GOD AND THE HOLY TRINITY 
Secr. L—Of the Trinity. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. ii. sect. 13 
and in opposition to the antitrinitarians, who maintain, that God 
is one in respect of personality, as well as essence; and that the 
doctrine of the Trinity involves in it a contradiction, 
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We declare,—That God is One in nature or essence, but that in 
the one Godhead are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, the same in essence, and equal in power and eter- 
nity; and that the scripture doctrine of the Trinity, though above 
reason, is not contrary to it, since it is not asserted that God is 
ONE in the same sense in which he is THREE, but that he is onr 
in NATURE, and THREE in respect of PERSONALITY. 


Secr. Il.—Of the Divinity of Christ. 

1. In opposition te the Socinians, who maintain that Christ is a 
mere man, and that he had no existence prior to his conception or 
birth, 

We declare,—That although our Lord was a real partaker of 
human nature, having a true body, and a reasonable soul, deriv- 
ed from the common stock of mankind, but without sin, in vir- 
tue of his miraculous conception; yet the Scripture plainly teach- 
es, that he existed in another nature before he became man. 


2. In opposition to the Arians, who, though they admit the pre-. 
existence of Christ, deny with the Socinians his Supreme Deity, 
and maintain, that he existed before his incarnation only as a su- 
perangelic and created spirit, 

We declare,—-That our Lord not only existed before he appear- 
ed in our world, but that he was also the true and Supreme God, 
not deriving existence from the Father, but being equal with him 
in perfections and glory. 


Secr. Ul—Of the Sonship of Christ. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. ii. sect. 3. 
and in opposition to those who deny his proper and eternal son- 
ship, 

We declare,—That Christ is the Son of God in respect of his 
natural, necessary, and eternal relation to the Father; and that 
his Sonship is not founded on his mission, incarnation, or regurrec- 
tion; nor is it of the same kind with that of angels or believers. 


Secr. IV.—Of the Personality and Supreme Deity of the Spirit. 

In opposition to Socinians and others, who deny the distinct 
personality and true Godhead of the Spirit, 

We declare,—That the Holy Spirit is the third in the order of 
personal subsistence in Godhead, and that he is a true and pro- 
per person, distinct from the Father and the Son, and equal with 
them in all essential perfections and glory. ‘ 
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CHAPTER I!lIl.—OF THE DIVINE DECREES. 
Secr. 1—The Decrees of God in general. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. iii. sect. 1, 
2; andin opposition to the Socinians, who maintain that God’s 
decrees are not eternal and necessary, but temporary and acci- 
dental; and to the Arminians, who maintain that they are not ab- 
solute but conditional, 

We deciare,—That God, from all eternity, did, by the most 
wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely, absolutely, and 
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass in time. 

In support of the above statement we obsererve, That, as God’s 
knowledge is infinite, and unchangeable*, so he must have known 
every thing from everlasting that comes to pass in timet: That, 
as he is the first cause, and as the existence of every thing exter- 
nal to himself depends on his will, so he must have foreknown 
them as the matter of his own decree{: That God’s decrees are 
absolute and not conditional, and that, in the decree, the means, 
however contingent with respect to creatures, were fixed by God 
as well as the end§: That as God is absolutely independent and 
immutable, all his decrees must infallibly come to pass||: and that 
God’s decree, as it respects those of his intelligent creatures who 
shall be eternally happy, is called Election; and as it respects 


those who shall be eternally miserable, Reprobation or Preteri- 
tion?. 


Secr. I1.—Of Election and Reprobation. 

1. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. iii. sect. 
3,4, 5,6, and in opposition to the Arminians, who maintain that 
election is only general and conditional, and that the doctrine of 
absolute and unconditional election tends to make men careless 
about the means of grace, and to encourage licentiousness, 

We declare —That God from everlasting, viewing all mankind 
as fallen and ruined in the first Adam, out of his mere good pleas- 
ure, and without regard to any foreseen good in them, or to be 
done by them, did, by an absolute and unchangeable decree, elect 
a definite number of our family in Christ to salvation, and to the 
enjoyment of all the means leading to it; and that this doctrine, 
instead of encouraging to licentiousness, furnishes powerful mo- 
tives to the study of holiness. 

In proof of the above doctrine, we observe, That the Scrip- 
tures invariably represent the salvation of sinners in time as the 


* Eph. i. 11: Heb. vi. 17. + Acts xv. 18. t Isaiah xlvi. 10. 
§ Proy. xix. 20: Acts iv. 27, 28. {| Job xxiii. 13. % Isaiah xlyi. 10. 
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effect of their election from eternity*: That they assert that this 
was not a choice merely of nations to the means of grace, but of 
particular persons to salvation; and that these, in distinction from 
others, are said to be foreknown of God as his, given to Christ, 
and predestinated to be conformed to his image:{ That the pur- 
pose of election was free, sovereign, and unconditional ; and that 
faith, repentance, and good works, are fruits of election, and 
could not therefore be the influencing causes of it:t That those 
who were chosen of God were also predestinated by him to eter- 
nal life, including all the blessings of grace here and glory here- 
after§: That in the same decree in which God elected some to 
salvation, he also fixed the means by which they were to be 
brought to the enjoyment of it; and that, from this connection of 
the means with the end, the doctrine of election, instead of lead- 
ing to carelessness, is calculated to excite to a diligent improve- 
ment of the means of salvation, as it lays a solid foundation for 
hope that our labour shall not be in vain}|: And that this, like all 
the other purposes of God, is immutable, aud shall! infallibly be 
carried into effect in the complete salvation of its objects. 


2. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. iii. sect. 
7, and in opposition to those who insist that the doctrine of rep- 
robation represents God as partial, cruel, and unjust towards his 
creatures, 

We declare,—That the eternal election of some of mankind to 
salvation, through Christ, supposes the preterition of others; that, 
in both cases, God acted as an absolute sovereign, who is debtor 
to none of his creatures, but who has a right to give or withhold 
his favours at pleasure; and that his decree, as it regarded them 
who perish, was consistent with the most perfect equity. 

In support of this we observe, That it would have been just in 
God to have delivered over the whole of our race to perdition, as 
he did the angels who sinned; and that, in electing some to life, 
he did no injustice to those who were left to perish in their sins: 
That, although God’s decree gives certain futurition to the eter- 
nal destruction of the reprobate, yet their own sin is the procur- 
ing cause of their ruin; and that the decree of God is only a pur- 
pose of acting towardsthem according to the natural course of 


* 2 Tim. 1.9: Rom. viii. 29, 30. + Rom. ix. 4, 5—7: 2 Tim. ii. 19: 
John xvii. 6: Rom. iii. 29. t Rom. xi. 5, 6: Rom. ix. 15, 16: Rom. ix. 
11, 12: Eph. i. 4: Acts xiii. 48: Eph. ii. 8: 1 Pet.i. 1, 2. § Eph. i. 5—12: 
Mat. xxv. 34. \| 1 Pet. i. 1, 2: 2 Thess. ii. 13: 1 Cor. xy. 58. | Rom. 
viii. 29, 30. 
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justice*: That to afflict a creature unnecessarily, or merely to 
render that creature miserable, would be cruelty; but that pun- 
ishment has no existence in the moral administration of God as 
an end; it is only a means necessary to secure the ends of his glo- 
ryt. We only add, That, while these remarks serve to obviate 
the objections of adversaries, yet the doctrine itself is among the 
dark things of God, which we cannot comprehend, but which we 
are to receive upon his own authority, and in which we are bound 
to acquiesce with holy wonder and humble reverencef. 


Secr. Ill.—Of the eternal Establishment of the Covenant of 
Grace. 

In opposition to those who deny that there was a federal trans- 
action between the Father and the Son from everlasting about the 
redemption of fallen man; and to those who maintain that the 
Covenant, as dispensed by means of the Gospel, is conditional, 

We declare,—That the purpose of mercy concerning the salva- 
tion of sinners of mankind, assumed in the decree of election, 
the form of a covenant between the Father, on the part of God- 
head, and the Son, as the representative of the Elect, from the 
character which the Son was to sustain, and the part which he 
was to act in carrying that decree into effect; and that the con- 
dition of that covenant being fulfilled by Christ as the surety of 
it, its blessings are exhibited freely to sinners in the Gospel fox 
their acceptance. 


CHAPTER Iv. 
Of Divine Providence. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. v. and in 
opposition to the Fatalists, and those modern philosophers 
who maintain, that, in the original constitution of all things, God 
gave to the material creation physical, and to the intelligent cre- 
ation moral laws, by which they are sustained and governed, in. 
dependently of his continued influence, 

We declare,—That, as God isthe creator of all things in the 
heavens and on the earth, so he necessarily supports, preserves, 
and governs them all; and that, although in the original consti- 
tution of all things, he gave laws to the several parts of the Cre- 
ation suited to their nature; yet these are not independent on his 
continued influence, which is exerted in the way of directing, 


overruling, and control)ing them, so as to accomplish his holy and 
wise purposes. 


* Jude iv. ¢ Ezek. xviii. 23: Ps. xi. 6,7: Rom. ix. 27. t Mar 
xi, 25, 26: Rem. ix. 17—2I: and ii. 33. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of the Covenant of Works, and Original Sin. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. vi. sect. 3, 
4, and in opposition to the Socinians, Arminians, and others, who 
deny that a covenant was made with Adam, as the representative 
of his posterity, that Adam’s first sin is imputed to them, and that 
infants come into the world guilty and polluted, 

We declare,—That when God created man after his image, by 
an act of infinite condescension, he entered into covenant with 
him, not only for himself, but for all his natural posterity, promis- 
ing him life, on condition of his perfect obedience to the law he 
was under, as virtually summed up in the positive precept re- 
specting the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and 
threatening death in case of disobedience; that when he brake 
the covenant, as a public representative, all mankind, descend- 
ing from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with 
him; and that, in consequence of his first transgression, all his 
natural posterity came into the world guilty and polluted. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Of man’s Inability in his Fallen State to will or to do that which 
is Spiritually Good. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. ix. sect. 3, 
and in opposition to the Pelagians, Arminians, and others, who 
deny the total depravity of man since the fall, and maintain that 
he has still a freedom of will to do that which is good, that his 
not doing so ismore owing to the influence of example than de- 
pravity of disposition, and that to deny him that freedom is in- 
consistent with his responsibility as a moral agent, 

We declare,—That man, as fallen, is dead in trespasses and 
sins; that, under the power of spiritual death, he must be incapa- 
ble of willing or doing that which is spiritually good; and that 
this being a moral and not a physical inability, it is not incon 
sistent with his moral responsibility. 


CHAPTER VII. 
Of the Administration of the Covenant of Grace. 


In defence of the doctiine of the Confession, chap. vii. sect. 3, 
4, 5,6; chap. viii. sect. 6; and in opposition to the Socinians, 
some Anabaptists, and others, who maintain, that the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation was not a dispensation of the Covenant of 
Grace, but a mere political economy, securing only temporal ben. 
afits to God’s ancient people; that they were ignorant of the 
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blessings of a spiritual salvation, and particularly of a future state 
of happiness; and also, in opposition to those who maintain that 
the Old Testament Scriptures are not of the same use, or author- 
ity in the Church, since the introduction of the new dispensa- 
tion, 

We declare,—That the Church, from her first erection, existed 
under the charter of the Covenant of Grace, of which Christ is 
the alone mediator; that the Old and New Testament economies 
are but two dispensations of the same covenant; that the civil po- 
lity, and temporal privileges of God’s ancient people, were sub- 
ardinate to, and, and in some instances, typical of, spiritual bles- 
sings; that believers then, as well as now, were saved by faith 
in Christ; and lived and died in the hope of a blessed immortali. 
ty; and that the Scriptures of the Old.and New Testament con- 


stitute but one rule of faith and manners to the Church in New 
Testament times. 


CHAPTER VIII.—OF THE SURETISHIP AND SATISFACTION OF 
CHRIST. 


Sect. I—Of the necessity of a Satisfaction for Sin, in order 
to Forgiveness. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. ii. sect. ! 
and in opposition to the Socinians and others, who deny that re- 
tributive justice belongs necessarily to God, and maintain, that 
he may pardon sin without a satisfaction, 

We declare,—That it is a RiGuYEOvs thing with God to ren- 
der vengeance and recompense to his enemies; the exercise of 
his retributive justice must therefore be necessary, for the Judge 
of all the earth must do rn1GHT; but the exercise ef mercy in God 
is sovereign. ‘ He will have mercy on whom he wi tu have 
mercy ;” satisfaction for sin must therefore be necessary, in order 
to forgiveness. 

In support of this statement, we observe, That the necessity of 
the punishment of sin, in order to forgiveness, appears from the 
Holiness of God, which requires that his hatred of sin, and de- 
light in rectitude, be vindicated by the punishment of his depend- 
ent creatures, when they commit iniquity*; from his Justice as a 
lawgiver and judge, which requires that his moral supremacy, and 
the honour of his law, be supported, by his rendering indignation 
and wrath to every soul of man that doeth evilt: from the immu- 
tability of his Truth, in the penal sentence of his law, which de 


* Ps. xi. 6.7: Ezek. xxxyiii, 22, 23. + Ps. ix. 8: Rom. ii. 6—9 
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uounces death as the punishment due to transgressors*; and from 
his Goodness, as a moral governor, which requires that sin, which 
introduces disorder and moral insubordination into his domin- 
ions, be punished for the general welfare of the intelligent crea- 
tiont: That the Scriptures expressly declare, that vengeance and 
recompense belong to God, and that the wicked shall not go un- 
punished{: That the dictates of natural law, in the conscience 
even of the most barbarous nations, coincide with the testimony 
of Scripture; and that the same thing may be inferred from the 
history of the divine government in the present life§. 

We observe further, That as sin is of infinite desert, so no crea- 
ture can endure its punishment, so as to procure his own forgive- 
ness; and that if God, in his infinite wisdom and grace, had not 
found out an expedient for satisfying the claims of his justice, the 
whole of our race had remained eternally in a state of guilt and 
ruin}. 


Sect. I1—Of the Substitution of Christ in the room of Sinners. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. viii. sect. 4. 
ind in opposition to the Socinians, who deny our Lord’s substitu- 
tion, and assert, that he did not suffer and die in our stead, but 
only for our good, to confirm his doctrines, and to leave us an ex- 
ample of patience and resignation under suffering, 

We declare,—That God, in his infinite grace and wisdom, found 
out the expedient for satisfying the claims of his justice, that 
pardoning mercy might be extended to sinners of our race, in the 
choice, appointment, and mission of his Son, to be our surety; and 
that his sufferings, even unto the death, in human nature, were 
VICARIOUS, or in the room of his people, whom he came to re- 
deem. 

In proof of this we observe, That the Scriptures declare that 
our Lord, in assuming human nature, was made under the lew, by 
a supernatural constitution, in the room of his people1; and that 
all that he did and suffered in our world, as the subject of law, 
was Vicarious, or in the room of others**. “ He suffered the just 

for (or, instead of ) the unjust” —“ He gave his life a ransom for 
many”—‘ He was wounded for our trangressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities”’ tt: That the whole sacrificial ritual under the 
legal dispensation, was typical of the death of Christ; but that 


* Gen. ii. 17: Rom. vi. 23. + Isaiah xxvi.9: 2 Thess i. 7. > Heb. 
x. 30,31: Pror. xi. 21: Acts xxviii. 4, 5. § 2 Pet. ii. 1-9. || Psalm 
xlix. 7, 8, 9: Job. xxxiii. 24. T Gal. iy. 4. ** Toaiah Wit, if 
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if his death was not vicarious, that ritual had no meaning, for all 
the legal sacrifices were vicarious,—their blood went for man’s 
blood, and their life for man’s life*: That, under that dispensa- 
tion, the guilt of the offender was transferred to his sin-offering, 
or trespass-offering, by the laying on of his hands and confession, 
and, bearing this imputed guilt, the animal was considered as ac- 
cursed, and went by the name of sin, or trespass, among the He- 
brews; and that, to show that their substitution as types is realis- 
ed in our Lord’s substitution in the room of his people, he is said 
to have borne their sins in his own body on the tree,—to have 
been made sin for us,—to have been made a curse for ust: That it 
is impossible to reconcile his death with the justice and goodness 
of God in any other way, but by admitting the doctrine of his 
substitution: That he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separat- 
ed from sinners; a righteous God would therefore never have 
dealt with him asa sinner, by inflicting on him death, the punish- 
ment of sin, had he not sustained the character of our surety ;— 
and that, to deny the doctrine of his substitution, is to fix upon the 
Father of Mercies the charge, not only of injustice, but also of 
crueity towards his own—his only begotten Sont: That example, 
and the confirmation of his doctrine, were ends of his sufferings 
and death; but they were only subordinate ends, and that the 


principal end of his sufferings was to make atonement for the sins 
of his peoples. 


Sect. I1.—The Nature and Extent of Christ’s Satisfaction with 
respect to the Law. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. viii. sect. 5. 
and in opposition to the Socinians, who deny the penal nature of 
our Lord’s death, and limit his sufferings to what he endured from 
men ;—to the Papists, and others, who restrict his satisfaction to 
his enduring the curse of the law, and deny that he obeyed its 
precept to procure our title to life ;—and to the Neonomians, whic 
assert that “He only satisfied divine justice for sinners, in so far 
as to render it consistent with God’s honour, to enter upon lower 
terms of salvation with them,” 

We declare,—That our Lord, as our surety, was made under the 
law as a broken covenant of works; that he endured in his soul 
and body all the penal evil contained in its curse, which we had 
incurred by our fall in Adam, and our own personal transgres 
sions, to procure our freedom from condemnation; that he also 


* Ley. xvii. 11: Heb. x. 1, 2. + 1 Pet. ii. 24: Gal. iii. 138: 2 Cor. v. 21 
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yielded perfect obedience to its precept, to procure our title to 
life; and that, by his obedience even unto the death, he wrought 
out a PERFECT righteousness, on the ground of which we are jus- 
tified, to the exclusion of all works of ours whatsoever. 

In proof of this we observe, That, since our Lord suffered and 
died under the curse, his sufferings and death must have been 
strictly of a penalnature*: That all that he suffered through life, 
and at his death, from the agency of Satan and wicked men, was 
from God, as arighteous judge, as they only did what his hand 
and his counsel! had determined before to be donet: That his 
principal sufferings arose from the power of God’s judicial dis- 
pleasure upon his soul, and the total suspension for a season of 
the manifestations of his favour; that these constituted the es- 
sence of that death which is the wages of sin; and that, unless 
we admit that he suffered these immediately from God, it is im- 
possible to account for his amazement and bloody sweat in the 
garden, and his bitter lamentation on the cross{: That our Lord’s 
sufferings unto death, as our surety, possessed every thing requi- 
site to a true and proper satisfaction for sin,—he suffered by the 
appointment of God who alone had aright to admit of the death 
of a surety, in the room of-transgressors;—he suffered in the same 
nature that had sinned ;—his sufferings were voluntary and obedi- 
ential, and therefore possessed a moral fitness for making repara- 
tion to the injured honours of the divine law;—he was Lord of 
his own life, and had aright to lay it down in the room of others; 
—and his sufferings were of infinite value for expiating our sins, 
from the dignity of his person§. 

We further observe, That it was necessary that Christ, as our 
surety, should not only endure the penalty of the law, to obtain 
our deliverance from condemnation, but also that he should obey 
its precept, to procure for us a title to life||: That, in the Cove- 
nant of Works, obedience was the condition on which life was to 
be enjoyed by Adam and his posterity: That, although the law of 
that covenant ceased to be a law that could give life to Adam or 
to his posterity, on the ground of their own obedience, the mo- 
ment the covenant was broken; yet it was necessary, for the 
vindication of the equity and goodness of God in that transaction, 
that any other covenant for man’s recovery should make obedi- 
ence to the precept of the law the condition of lifeT: That life 
was accordingly promised in the eternal covenant to our Lord’s 


* Gal. iv. 4. and iii. 13. ¢ John xix. 11: Acts ii. 23. and iy. 27, 28. 
t Isaiah liii. 10: Luke xxii. 42, 43: Mark xy. 34. § 1 John iv. 10: Heb. 
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spiritual seed, on condition of his fulfilling all righteousness in 
their room; that they enjoy the inheritance of eternal life, as 
well as the redemption of their persons, through his obedience 
unto the death; and that his suffering the penalty of the law, 
and his obedience to its precept, constitute but one righteousness, 
which in scripture is sometimes denominated from the one, and 
sometimes from the other*: That, had not Christ procured our 
title to the eternal inheritance, by obeying the precept of the 
law, he could not have been the antitype of the Goel (or kins- 
man) among the Hebrews; for redemption, by the Hebrew Goel, 
was to extend to the inheritances, as well as to personst: That 
eternal life is not the less free, that it flows through a mediatorial 
righteousness: That great as the grace of God appears in confer- 
ring this life, it appears still greater in the mission of his Son to 
procure it; and that, though conferred on the ground of the 
righteousness of the surety, it is of pure, unmerited, and unsoli- 
cited grace to the sinnerf. 

We observe further, That the opinion that Christ only satisfi- 
ed divine justice for sinners, in so far as to render it consistent 
with God’s honour to enter upon lower terms of salvation with 
them, has no foundation in scripture: ‘That Christ came not to 
mutilate or destroy the law, as originally given to man, but to 
fulfil it§: That to suspend salvation upon any terms to be per- 
formed by us, such as faith, repentance, or sincere obedience, is 
to frustrate the grace of God, to teach that righteousness is still 
by the works of the law, and to assert that Christ died in vain||: 
And that the idea of dividing the work of satisfaction between 
the surety and the sinner, is in express contradiction to the per- 
fection ascribed in Scripture to the work of Christ, where we are 
told, that “ he finished transgression, and made an end of sin;”’ 
that “he is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth;” and that “by his own offering, he hath perfect- 
ed for ever them that are sanctified.” 


Sect. IV.—Of the Extent of Christ’s Death with respect to its 
objects. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. viii. sect. 
5—8, and in opposition to the Arminian tenet, that Christ died 
for all men, for those who finally perish, as well as for those whe 
shall be eventually saved, 


* Tit. i. 2: Eph. i. 11. t Lev. xxv. 25. t+ Rom. iii. 24: Eph. i. 7: 
Rom. y. 21. § Mat. vy. 17: Rom. x. iv. 1! Gal. ii. 21. Dan. 
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We declare;—That the intrinsic value of the death of Christ 
being infinite, it must have been sufficient asaransom for all 
mankind, had it been the will of God that all mankind should be 
redeemed by it, but that, in his Father’s design, and his own in- 
tention, he laid down his own life only for the elect, who shall 
be saved from wrath through him. 

In proof of this we observe, That he laid down his life “ for 
the sheep,” and these sheep are the objects of his special knowl- 
edge; but he himself declares, that all mankind are not of his 
sheep, and that he will say to a number of mankind, “Verily, I 
say unto you, I know you not’*: That those for whom he died 
are called his Church, but the term Church is never put for the 
whole human racet; and that he gave himself for the Church, 
that he might sanctify, and eventually glorify it; his intention 
in dying must therefore have been limited to those who should 
be saved by him with an everlasting salvation{: That the term 
Redemption, as used with reference to the death of Christ, signi- 
fies deliverance on the ground of a ransom; that the ransom was 
the life of Christ; that, in giving his life a ransom to law and jus- 
tice, he is said to have obtained eternal redemption for us, and 
that justice must require that all for whom he died be put in pos- 
session of that eternal redemption§: That Christ died to fulfil the 
condition of the covenant of redemption; but had his death, in 
fulfilling that condition, been for all mankind, divine faithfulness 
would have reqired that the redemption promised in the cove- 
nant should be extended to all mankind||: The apostle infers, 
from the greatness of God’s love in delivering up his Son to the 
death for sinners, that he will not withhold from them any of the 
blessings of salvation; but these are not conferred on all man- 
kind; we must therefore conclude, that he did not die for all 
mankind?: That the same apostle infers the certainty of our 
complete salvation by the life of Christ, from our reconciliation 
to God by his death; but if his reasoning proves any thing, it 
proves that all mankind were not reconciled to God by the death 
of Christ, since all are not saved by his life**: That we are told 
that the Father’s design in making Christ a sin-offering for us, 
was, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him; 
but all mankind are not made righteous in him; his death could 
not therefore be intended by God for all mankindtt: That our 
Lord’s intercession proceeds on the ground of his sacrifice for sin ;s 
they must therefore be of the same extent with regard to their 


* John x. 15; 26, 27: Mat. xxv. 12. + Acts xx. 28: Eph. v. 25, 26: Tit 
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objects; but he does not pray for the world, but only for them 
who were given him out of the world; his sacrifice must there- 
fore be restricted to that definite number*: That the doctrine, 
that he died for all mankind, leads to the absurd notion that he 
shed his blood for many in vain; in fine, that the advocates for 
universal purchase, also plead for conditional salvation,—or that 
God gave his Son to die for all, that the salvation of all might be 
possible, upon condition of their faith, repentance, and sincere 
obedience: but to render this scheme consistent, God must have 
favoured all mankind with the means of faith, which is not the 
case; we must conclude, therefore, that their scheme is not only 
unscriptural, but inconsistent with itself. 

Again, we observe, That the meaning of the universal terms 
used in reference to the death of Christ, is to be determined by 
the context, from which it appears that they refer, not to every 
individual, but sometimes to all classes and descriptions of men; 
and that this is the case, in particular, when the atonement of 
Christ, which extends to some of all nations, is contrasted with 
the Levitical atonement, which was restricted to one peoplet: 
and that, in other passages where these terms are used, the refer- 
ence is not to the intention of his death y Laon to ser Giesmsned Gaeced 
with regard to individuals, but to the general relation he stands 
in to mankind sinners, in distinction from fallen angels, as a kins- 
man Redeemer, to the intrinsic value of his death, and to the suita- 
bleness of his offices for the redemption of all who come to God 
by himf. 


CHAPTER IX. 
Of the Law and the Gospel, and the Gospel Call. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, ch. x. and in op- 
position to the Neonomians, who maintain that the Gospel is a 
new law, according to which faith, repentanee, and sincere obedi- 
ence are the conditions of life; and that we are called to repent 
and forsake sin, in orfer to our coming to Christ; and to the 
Baxterians who restrict the Gospel call to sensible sinners, or 
those who are convinced of their sin, and of their need of the 
Saviour, and who fee! certain desires after him, 

We declare,—That the Gospel is sometimes used ina large 
sense for the whole of supernatural revelation, and more especially 
for all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the time he 
was taken tp into heaven, as all the parts of that revelation are 
connected with, or made subservient to, the dispensation of God’s 


* 1 John ii. 2. + Rom. iii, 22. 23--2? t 2 Tim. ii. 1-6 
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grace to men; that, in this large sense, faith, repentance, and sin 
cere obedience belong to the Gospel, not, however, as a new law, 
but as acts of evangelical obedience to the moral law; nor as 
conditions of salvation, but as the effects of it wrought in us by 
the Spirit of Christ; but that they do nct belong to the Gospel 
when it is taken in a strict sense; for, in this sense, it has neither 
precepts nor sanctions, but is put merely for the revelation of 
God’s grace tosinners of mankind, through Jesus Christ; that to 
teach that sinners are called to repent and forsake sin, in order to 
their coming to Christ, is to frustrate the grace of God, by ma- 
king righteousness still to be by the works of the law; and that 
to restrict the Gospel call to sensible sinners is a refined species 
of Arminianism, since it makes our access to Christ, and his sal- 
vation, to depend on something in ourselves, and not upon the 
free offer which God makes of him, to sinners, in the Gospel. 


CHAPTER X. 
Of the Operations of the Holy Spirit. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. x. and in 
opposition to the Arminians and others, who make the success of 
the Spirit’s work in conversion to depend on the sinner’s free 
will, and hold that there are no operations of the Spirit in conver- 
sion, which do not leave the sinner in such a state as that he may 
‘omply with them or not, as he pleases, 

We declare,—That the application of salvation is the effect of 
divine power, and that it is ascribed in Scripture to the special 
»peration of the Holy Spirit accompanying the means of grace 
upon the minds of men; that, to assert that the success of the 
Spirit’s work in conversion depends on the sinner’s free will, is 
to make the divine will dependent on the human; and that the 
change of the sinner’s will is the effect and not the cause of the 
success of the Spirit’s work in conversion, for it is God who work. 
eth in him both te will and to do of his good pleasure. 


CHAPTER XI. 
Of Justification. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confesssen, chap. xi. and in 
opposition to the Papists, who maintain that justification is by the 
infusing of righteous dispositions, and not by the imputation of 
righteousness; to the Socinians and Pelagians, who maintain that 
we are justified solely by our own works; and to the Neonomiang, 
who plead for justification on the ground of faith, repentance, 
and sincere obedience as a new law, 
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We declare,—That justification is a change of the sinner’s state 
in regard to the law, and not a change of his heart; and that, in 
justification, God, by an act of free and sovereign grace, grants 
him the remission of all his sins, and receives his persun into a 
state of favour and frindship, only on the ground of the righteous- 
ness of his own Son, which righteousness is imputed to him by 
God, and received by faith alone. 

In support of this we observe, That justification is opposed in 
Scripture to condemnation, and that it must therefore be a change 
of the sinner’s state and not of his heart*: That as the person 
justified is by nature ungodly, it must include not only the ac- 
ceptance of his person as righteous in the eye of the law, but al- 
so the remission of all his sins, original as well as actualt: That 
since God is a righteous judge, in justifying he must proceed on 
the ground of a righteousness answering all the claims which his 
holy law has upon the sinner, both for obedience to its precept, 
and satisfaction to its penalty incurred by transgression{: That as 
the law of God concludes all our fallen race under sin, so no man 
can be justified before God, in whole or in part, upon the ground 
of his own righteousness§: That the justification of the sinner 
before God is wholly on the ground of the righteousness of Christ 
as our surety, including his perfect obedience to the precept, and 
his complete satisfaction to the penalty of the divine law; and 
that this righteousness becomes ours for our justification by God 
unputing it to us, and our receiving it by faith alone||: That we 
are justified by faith, not as our act of obedience to the moral law, 
nor as a new law, else righteousness would still be by the works 
of the law, contrary to the express declaration of Scripture, but 
purely as an instrument by which we receive the gift of right- 
eousness exhibited to us in the Gospel for our justification; and 
that faith, so far from being of the nature of a meritorious con- 
dition in justification, is appointed by God as the instrumental 
cause of it, that it may be by grace; and that faith, as it justifies, 
is opposed to all works of ours whatever: That although jus- 
tification is conferred on the ground of a mediatorial righteous- 
mess, it is purely of grace to the sinner, and that the rich grace of 
od is displayed, not only in justifying, but in providing the 
righteousness on the ground of which the sinner is justified by 
the choice and mission of his own Son to satisfy the claims of the 
faw-in our stead**: That justification is an act of God completed 


* Rom. viii. 33, 34. + Rom. iii. 25, 26: Acts. xiii. 39. ¢ Exodus 
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at once, so that the person who is pardoned and accepted can nev- 
er more forfeit the divine favour, or come into condemnation; thai 
although after he is justified he may commit many sins in their 
own nature deserving of death, yet God having imputed to him 
the righteousness of Christ, he will not impute the guilt of these 
sins so as to deal with him as an offended judge on their account; 
and that, whatever he suffers in the present life on account of sin 
is corrective and not penal*: In fine, that justification by imput- 
ed righteousness is equally calculated to display the glory of di- 
vine grace, and to illustrate the glory of divine justice, since, ac- 
cording to it, the sinner is rescued from destruction, while the law 
is not only fulfilled, but magnified and made honourablef. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Of the Freedom of Believers fromthe Law as a Covenant, and the 
Nature and Necessity of Evangelical Holiness. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xvi. and in 
opposition to the Acts of the Geneal Assembly, condemning cer- 
tain propositions in the Marrow of Modern Divinity, in which 
they sanction the following errors,—‘ That believers are under 
some obligation to perform obedience, as necessary to obtain and 
secure the favour of God; or that holiness is a federal or condi- 
tional means of obtaining glory, or has some casual influence for 
that end:” “ That the doctrine of the believer’s complete freedom 
from the law, as a covenant, tends to licentiousness, and weakens 
the obligation of the law;” “that a fear of falling under wrath, 
and hope of life, according to the tenor of the law-covenant, are 
necessary and warrantable motives to holy obedience;” and also, 
in opposition tothe Antinomians, who maintan, that believers. . 
are not under obligations to the law as a rule of life, 

We declare,—That although the moral law, having its founda- 
tion in God’s supremacy, and man’s dependence, or the moral re- 
lations which necessarily subsist between God and his intelligent 
creature, must be of perpetual obligation as arule of life; yet be- 
lievers, by their justification through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, are set completely free from its commanding, as well 
as its condemning power, asa covenant of works; that they are 
not required to perform obedience to the law 4s the condition of 
life, or to obtain or secure the acceptance of their persons with 
God, being accepted in his beloved Son, who is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one that believeth; that their freedom. 
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from the law in its covenant-form, instead of weakening, greatly 
strengthens their sense of obligation to it as a rule of righteous- 
ness, as it furnishes them with many additional motives to the 
study of holiness; and that, although a filial fear of God is a pow- 
erful principle of holy obedience, yet a fear of falling under his 
wrath, and a hope of life, according to the tenor of the law-cov- 
enant, cannot be warrantable motives to obedience, especially in 
the case of those who live under a dispensation of the gospel, as 
they proceed from a disposition to seek righteousness by the 
works of the law, which is pointedly condemned in scripture; 
and as they are incompatible with faith in God, as our Father 
through Christ, and that perfect law which casts out slavish fear. 

In support of this we observe, That man was originally created 
under the moral law, in its natural form*: That all mankind 
were brought under that law, in a covenant form, in Adam, hold- 
ing out life as the reward of his obedience, and denouncing death 
as the punishment of transgression; for although his covenant 
obedience was made to turn upon his not eating of the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge, yet his abstaining from it was to be the 
test of his obedience to the whole law; and that, in violating the 
positive precept, he broke the whole mora!-natural law, virtually 
summed up in it, and thereby entailed the curse upon himself, 
and all his natural posterityt: That, although the moral law, in 
its covenant form, ceased to be a law that could give life to Ad- 
am, or his posterity, the moment the covenant was broken, not 
only from their inability to act up to its requirements, but also 
from the promise annexed to the keeping of it being forfeited by 
Adam’s first sin,—yet all mankind, in their natural state, are un- 
der its commanding power, exacting from them individually per- 
fect and perpetual obedience, upon the pain of death for every 
act of disobedience; and also under its penalty, as incurred, not 
only by the first sin of Adam, as their federal representative, but 
also by their own personal transgressions}: That this is the law 
which Christ, as our surety, fulfilled in the room of his people; 
that it is from the law, in this form, that believers are set free by 
their justification through his imputed righteousness; and that to 
show the complete nature of this freedom, we are told that Christ 
hath redeemed them from its curse,—that they are dead to the 
law through the body of Christ,—that Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that believeth,—and that they 
are not under the Jaw, but under grace$. 
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We also observe, in opposition to the Antinomians, that al- 
though believers are completely delivered from the law, in its cov- 
enant form, yet they are under it as a rule of righteousness, in 
the hand of a Mediator—*“ not without law to God, but under the 
law to Christ;”’ and that their obligation to the study of holiness, 
so far from being lessened, is greatly increased from the dispen- 
sation of grace which they are under*: That they are not only 
bound to study holiness, in common with other rational creatures, 
from their dependence on God for their existence and daily pre- 
servation, but also from their election of grace, their redemption 
through the blood of Christ, and their effectual vocationt: That, 
although the law does not require obedience from believers in or- 
der to obtain life or to avoid condemnation, these ends being ef- 
fectually secured by the obedience and death of Christ,—yet com- 
plete conformity to it is necessary in their case, from the author- 
ity of God requiring it, as an evidence of their interest in Christ, 
as a principal part of salvation, and as it renders them meet for 
the enjoyment of God, both here and hereaftert: That true ho- 
liness is of an evangelical nature; that it does not spring from a 
slavish fear of God’s vindictive wrath, or a slavish hope of life, 
on the ground of our own works, but from faith in God, as our 
covenant God through Christ,— a filial reverence of God as our 
Father in Heaven,—supreme love to God, and delight in him, as 
our present and everlasting portion,—gratitude to him for Christ 
and salvation through him,—and a supreme desire to promote the 
ends of his glory§: And, that it is promoted by the powerful con- 
siderations of the love of the Father, in sending his Son to save 
us; the love of Christ, in giving his life to redeem us; the love 
of the Spirit, in coming to apply salvation unto us; and the hope 
of a blessed immortality in heaven||. We observe further, That 
freedom from the law in its old covenant form, and union to 
Christ, the head of the new covenant, are absolutely necessary 
to a life of holiness: That the law leaves us under its curse, and 
lying under the power of spiritual death, and consequently desti- 
tute of power to do that which is spiritually good; that it produ- 
ces, in the conscience of the natural man, a dread of God, as an 
avenging judge, and, instead of subduing, is the occasion of irri- 
tating his corruptions; and that the works performed under the 
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influence of these principles, are dead works, and cannot be ac» 
ceptable to God*: Finally, That it is only by union to Christ, 
that our persons and services are accepted; that it is from him we 
derive strength for duty, grace to overcome temptation, and 


whatever is necessary to the perfecting of holiness in the fear of 
Godt. 


CHAPTER XII!. 
Of Saving Faith and Evangelical Repentance. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xiv. and in 
opposition to those who maintain, that saving faith is no more 
than a simple or general belief of the doctrine of the gospel, that 
assurance is not of the nature of faith, and that we must repent 
of our sins before we come to Christ, 

We declare-—That saving faith is a supernatural principle 
wrought in the soul by the Holy Spirit, whereby the person who 
believes assents to the testimony of God, concerning his Son Je- 
sus Christ, in the Gospel, not only as infallibly true, but also as 
containing a free grant to him of Christ, and all salvation through 
him, and by which he receives and rests on Christ, as his own Sa- 
viour, upon the footing of that grant; and that, although legal 
sorrow usually precedes saving faith, yet evangelical repentance, 
or godly sorrow for sin, and turning from it unto God, always 
flow from it. 

In support of this we observe, That although saving faith gives 
full credit to the whole word of God, on the authority of God 
himself speaking to us in the Scriptures; and although it is exer- 
cised about its various parts, according to their nature and our 
necessities, yet its principal acts are “receiving and resting upon 
Christ alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospelf:” 
That, as the gospel does not consist merely of historical facts, or 
abstract doctrines respecting the Saviour, but also contains in it a 
free offer of salvation, through him, to sinners of mankind with- 
out exception, who hear it, for their acceptance; so the faith of 
the gospel, in order that it may correspond with the testimony 
believed, must include in its nature appropriation§: That the ap- 
propriation, which is of the nature of faith, is not a persuasion 
that Christ and salvation are ours in actual possession, but that he 
is ours in the offer or grant God makes of him to us in the gospel; 
and that it isa claim to him, as our own Saviour, upon the foun- 


* Rom. vii. 7,8; iv. 15: Heb. ix. 14. + Eph. i. 6: 1 Pet. ii. 5; John 
sy. 4: Phil. iv. 18: 2 Cor. xii. 9: Col. ii. 19. t Gal. ii. 20: Rem. x. 17 
§ John i. 12: Isaiah xxyi, 3, 4: 1 John y. 11; iy. 16. 
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dation of that grant*: That the appropriation that is in faith is 
evidently implied, when faith is described in scripture as receiv- 
ing Christ, putting on the Lord Jesus, eating his flesh, and drink- 
ing his blood, fleeing to him for refuge, trusting in and staying 
ourselves on himf. 

We further observe, That as the testimony on which saving 
faith rests is infallibie, being the testimony of God who cannot 
lie, so it must include in it assurance; and that if this were not 
the case, it would not be a receiving of the gospel, as it is in truth 
the word of God, and not the word of manf: That, although the 
believer may be subject to doubting, his faith not being always 
in exercise; yet in faith itself, when exercised, there is always 
assurance, according to its measure or degree; and that there isa 
marked distinction between the assurance of faith and the assur- 
ance of sense, the former having for its object the faithfulness of 
God in the gospel testimony, and the latter the existence of a gra- 
cious work in the soul§. 

We observe further, That evangelical repentance isa true sense 
of sin, and sorrow for it, not merely as it exposes us to danger, 
but on account of its contrariety to the nature and will of God, 
and a turning from sin to God with full purpose of heart and en- 
leavour after new obedience||: That although legal sorrow pre- 
cedes faith, yet evangelical repentance flows from it, as it pro- 
ceeds not only from the knowledge of sin by the law, but also 
from an apprehension of the mercy of God through Christ, as 
exhibited in the Gospe!; that convictions of sin by the law ex- 
cite a terror of God as an avenging Judge; that a slavish fear of 
God, instead of subduing the enmity of the heart against him, 
increases it; that the faith of pardoning mercy through the blood 
of Christ slays that enmity; that the believer, overcome by the 
kindness of God his Saviour, is filled with real compunction for 
the dishonour done to God by his sin; and that this accords with 
those passages of Scripture where repertance is represented as 
springing from faith in God as our covenant God, and looking 
upon Christ as wounded for our transgressions?. Finally, that 
any change produced by legal sorrow for sin, only extends to 
the outward conduct, and is partial and temporary, but that, 
evangelical repentance is always productive of a thorough and 
lasting change of heart and convexsation**. 


* 1 Tim. i. 15. + John i. 2: Rom. xiii. 14: John vi. 53: Heb. vi. 18.— 
¢ 1 Thess. ii. 13: 1 Cor. ii. 4. § John vi. 69; iii. 33: 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
i! Ps. li. 4: Hosea xiy. 8. — Rom. vii. 10,11: Ezek. xvi. 62, 63: 2 Cor. » 
19: Mark i. 15: Jer. xxxi. 18,19: Zech. xii. 10. ** 2 Pet. ii, 22: 1 Thess 
i. 9,10 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


The Perseverance of the Saints. 


tn defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xv. and 
in opposition to the Arminians and others, who maintain, that the 
saints may fall totally and finally from a state of grace, and that 
the doctrine of their perseverance is unfriendly to holiness, 

We declare,—That those whom God hath accepted in his Son, 
and effectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, shall neither 
totally nor finally fall away from a state of grace, but shall cer- 
tainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved. 


CHAPTER XV. 
The State of Men after Death. 

In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xxxii. and 
in opposition to the purgatory of the Papists; to the Deists and 
others, who deny the doctrine of the resurrection altogether, or 
that the same body which is buried will be raised from the grave ; 
to the Universalisis, who maintain that the wicked, after suffer- 
ing a limited period in hell, will be liberated and introduced in- 
to a state of happiness; and to the modern opinion, that the pun- 
ishment of the wicked in a future state will be restricted to re- 
morse, despair, and the workings of their own sinful passions, 
and that it will not proceed in any degree from positive inflic- . 
tions on the part of God, 

We declare,—That, at.death, the souls of believers enter im- 
mediately into heaven, and the souls of the wicked inio hell; 
that there will be a resurrection of the just and of the unjust, and 
that the same body which was buried, as to substance, will be 
raised, though different in qualities; that the state of man is fi- 
nally determined at death, so that after it he must be either eter- 
nally happy or eternally miserable; and, that the misery of the 
wicked in hell will arise, not merly from the operations of their 
own sinful passions, but from their being eternally excluded from 
all gracious intercouse with God, as the chief good, and subject- 
ed to all the painful effects of his judicial displeasure. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
Of Moral-Natural, and Instituted Worship. 


In opposition to those who reject certain religious duties, be- 
cause they have not a positive institution in Scripture, 

We declare,—That although the will of God is the reason of 
our duty in every thing relating to His worship, yet His will, 
with regard to the manner in which He is to be worshipped, has 
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Seen made known to mankind in different ways, as by the law of 
nature, the moral law, and by positive institution; and that in 
whatever way His will has been signified, it must be binding up- 
on the conscience. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
OF THE ACTS OF MORAL-NATURAL WOBSHIP. 
Sect. l—Of Prayer. 


in opposition to the Papists, Episccpalians, and others, who 
plead for the use of a Liturgy, or prescribed and restricted forms 
of prayer; and also to the superstitious and idolatrous practices of 
the Papists, in addressing prayers to angels and departed saints, 
and offering up prayers for the dead, 

We declare,—That, although all Scripture is of use to direct us 
'n prayer, especially that pattern of it commonly called the Lord’s 
Prayer, yet prescribed and restricted forms of prayer have no 
warrant, either from Scripture precept, or example; that prayer 
for the dead, their state being finally determined, is grossly super- 
stitious in itself, and as it homologates the unscriptural doctrine 
of purgatory; and that addressing prayer to angels or departed 
saints, is gross impiety, and a direct violation of the first precept 
ofthe moral law. 


Sect. I1—Of Praise, and the Psalnody. 


In opposition to those who maintain that many of the Psalms of 
David are inconsistent with the spirit of the Gospel, and who sub- 
stitute hymns of human composition in their room in the worship 
of God, 

We declare,—That although there are other Scripture songs be- 
sides those contained in the Book of Psalms, yet the latter seem 
to have been especially intended by God to be used in the exer- 
cise of public praise, from their being delivered to the Church by 
the Holy Spirit for that purpose: That to assert there is any thing 
in these Psalms inconsistent with the spirit of the Gospel, is to 
suppose that the Holy Spirit may act at variance with himself, 
for both were given by his inspiration: And that to introduce 
bymns of human composition, or even paraphrases, in which un- 
due liberties are taken with the original text, tends to endanger 
the purity both of the worship and doctrine of the Church. 


Secr. Ill—Of Oaths, Vows, and Religious Covenants. 


1. In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, ch. xxii., and 
'n opposition to the Quakers, and others, who deny the warranta- 
‘OL. IV. 20 




















230 


bleness of an oath; andalso, to the practice of those who entei 
into oaths on trivial occasions, and without being previously ac- 
quainted with the matter and object of them, 

We declare,—That an oath isa solemn act of moral worship, in 
which the person swearing calls God to witness what he asserts 
or promiseth, and to judge him according to the truth or falsehood 
of what he swears; that an oath is only to be taken in the name 
of God, on weighty occasions, in judgment, with regard to the 
matter and object of it, and, in truth, without equivocation or 
mental reservation; and that, being in its nature moral, it must, 
when required and imposed by lawful authority, be warrantable 
under every dispensation. 


2. In support of the doctrine of the Confession, ch. xxii. sect. 
», 6, 7, and in opposition to the sentiments of those who deny the 
warrantableness of explicit vowing to God, and particularly of 
public religious covenanting; and maintain, that public cove- 
nanting under the former dispensation was a ceremonial obser- 
vance or Jewish peculiarity; or, that its use is superseded under 
the New Testament dispensation, by the observance of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, 

We declare,—That an explicit vow is a solemn promise to God; 
that it may be entered into either personally or socially, or with 
or without an oath; that it may have, for the matter of it, either 
necessary duties, or other things not expressly required, so far, 
and so long, as they may be conducive to the better performance 
of these duties; and that, in both cases, the person vowing brings 
himself under obligation by his vow: That public religious cove- 
nanting, along with a social vow to-God, includes confederation 
among the covenanters themselves, to aid and support one another 
in carrying into effect the object of their vow; and that, since 
both have their foundation in natural principles and law, they 
cannot be mere Jewish peculiarities, but must be equally adapted 
to the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, and Christian dispensations. 


3. In opposition to those who deny the warrantableness of na- 
tional religious covenanting, 

We declare,—That, although public religious covenanting is a 
duty peculiarly suited to the Church, and which can only be per- 
formed acceptabiy in the faith of the supernatural doctrines of 
the Gospel committed to her; and, although, in all cases wherein 
it is practicable, her functionaries should take the lead in the 
service, by framing the bonds, and administering the oaths; yet, 
as religious cevenanting has its foundation in moral-natural law, 
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which is common to mankind in general, it is not exclusively ap 
ecclesiastical ordinance*: That as nations, as such, are the sub- 
jects of God’s moral government, so they must have a religious 
character; that, when favoured with the knowledge of superna- 
tural religion, they are bound to recognise and embrace it; and © 
that this being admitted, it must follow that they may warranta- 
bly enter into natural engagements to employ every means com- 


petent to them, and suited to its nature, for its defence and propa- 
gation. 


4. In opposition to those who deny that National Covenants 
can be renewed unless it be done nationally, 

We declare,—That, as in national vows for promoting religious 
reformation in countries where the Church is in an organised 
state, she is supposed to take the lead in the service, the civil au- 
thorities of the nation, anid the body of the people concurring 
with her,and entering into the oaths; and as these vows must be 
binding in all moral respects, not only upon the nation as a whole, 
but also upon the several parts of which it is composed; so it 
must be competent to the Church, or any part of her adhering to 
the covenanted cause, though a small minority of the nation, the 
majority, including their rulers, refusing to concur in the service, 
to renew these vows ccclesiastically, by recognising their con- 
tinued obligation, and entering into a bond, suited to her circum- 
stances, to prosecute the ends of them. 


5. In opposition to those who deny the present seasonableness 


* The statements made in this paragraph, (for further explanation of which. 
the reader is referred to Article 7 of the Basis, see Rel. Mon. vol. 3d, page 
241,) do not seem to us to harmonize with the statements of the Late Genera} 
Associate Synod in the 18th chap. of the Testimony. That our readers may 
have an opportunity of comparing and judging for themselves, we here quote 
the following statement from that chapter: 

* WE ASSERT AND DECLARE,—That public covenanting is the deed of a 
usumber of Church Members, in which they jointly and publiely profess to re» 
nounce all hope of life from the covenant of works, &c.” Sect. 1. Ist. para- 
graph,—‘‘ That it is only in the character of Church Members that persons can 
warrantably enter into religious vows.” —“ In a religious covenant we, as spirit- 
ual priests, present our bodies as a living sacrifice untoGod. This we can do 
only as Church Mentbers. For it is a solemn act of gospel-worship, peouliarly 
belonging to the church, and not incumbent on men in a civil character.” Sect: 
1. 4th paragraph. With these statements, the Doctrines laid down in the 
Declaration and Testimony of the Associate Church in America, correspond.— 
For in these, public covenanting is uniformly viewed as the deed of a Churcl, 


and of course, in her ecclesiastical capacity. See Testimony Part I. Sect. 20 
ond Part TIL. Article 4. 
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ef public religious covenanting, or who leave it undecided whie- 
ther it is seasonable at present or not, 

We declare,—That, although we admit that public religious 
covenanting is not an ordinary but an extraordinary service; yet 
we maintain, that it is a service eminently called for at present 
from the circumstances of the Church and the Nation to which 
we belong. 


6. In opposition to those who deny the perpetual obligation of 
the social vows of ancestors, which have a permanent object, 
upon posterity, or who restrict their obligation to example, or 
found it upon their success as a means of transmitting privilege, 

We declare,—That the obligation arising from example is not 
covenant-obligation, but an obligation to covenant when placed 
in similar circumstances: that the obligation pleaded for is the ob- 
ligation of a social vow or promissory.oath: that the obligation 
of a vow arises from the vow itself, and does not depend upon its 
consequences: that as social vowing proceeds upon the principle, 
that society, whether civil or ecclesiastical, when regularly consti- 
tuted, is the subject of God’s moral government as well as indi- 
vidual persons, and, as such, capable of social engagements and 
public faith,—so the perpetual obligation of social vows having 
a permanent object, proceeds upon the principle, chat society thus 
constituted is recognised both by God and men, as a permanent 
body, unaffected by the change of individuals; and that it is up- 
on these principles that we maintain the continued obligation of 
the National Covenant of Scotland andthe Solemn League and 
Covenant of the three nations, upon all ranks in these lands, t 
the latest posterity. 








CHAPTER XVIII. 
OF THE ORDINANCES OF INSTITUTED WORSHIP. 
Sect. I—Of the Ordinance of Preaching, and the Pastoral Office 
i. In defence of the common doctrine of Protestants, and in 
opposition to lay preaching, 

. We declare,—That to preach the gospel is authoritatively to 
publish the good news and glad tidings of salvation in the name 
b | of Christ, and that none are warranted to preach the gospel but 
those who have the call of Christ for that purpose: That the 








iM | apostles received their call immediately from Christ, the alone 
he king of the church, with power to commit that sacred trust to in- 
1 ferior teachers; that these, again, were commanded to commit it 
| 4 to faithful men, who should be able to teach others; that none 


have a right to preach the gospel, in ordinary cases, but those 
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who are thus authorized by Christ, through the medium of per- 
sons already vested with official power in the church. 


2. In support of the principles of the Church of Scotland re- 
specting the rights of the Christian people, and in opposition to 
patronage, 

We declare,—That, in addition to the appointment of the Pres. 
bytery, the call of the people, although it does not convey offi- 
cial powers, is necessary to constitute the pastoral relation be 
tween a minister and his flock. 


Secor. I1.—Of Baptism. 

in defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xxviii. and 
in opposition to the Papists, and others, who maintain, that Bap- 
tism is regeneration, and confers the remission of sins; to the 
Baptists, who deny the warrantableness of infant baptism, and 
maintain that immersion is necessary to the right administration 
of it; and also to those who maintain that baptism with water is 
essential to salvation, and plead for private baptism, 

We declare,—That while both the Sacraments of the New Tes- 
-ament represent and seal Christ, and all the benefits of the cove- 





A nant of grace to believers, some of these benefits are more prom- 
‘a inently brought into view in each of them; and that baptism is 


more especially the sign and seal of the remission of our sins, 
ind the acceptance of our persons, through the blood and the 
righteousness of Christ, and the regeneration of our hearts by his 
Spirit,—that, to assert that baptism with water is regeneration, or 
remission of sins, is to confound the sign with the things signi- 
ted by it;—that, though an external means of salvation, and on 
that account not to be unnecessarily omitted, yet it is not essential 
to salvation;—that, not only those who. profess their faith in 
Christ, and obedience to him, but also the infants of such as are 
members of the visible church, are to be baptized ;-—-that baptism 
is rightly administered by sprinkling ;—and that, from the nature 
< of the ordinance, it should be dispensed in public, and in con- 
nection with the administration of the word. 





Sect. II]—Of the Lord’s Supper. 

In defence of the Confession, chap. xxix. and in opposition to 
the Sacramental Test of the Church of England; the Transub- 
stantiation of the Papists, and the Consubstantiation of the Lu- 
therans; and the unscriptural modes of dispensing the ordinance, 





We declare,—That the Lord’s Supper is a sacrament instituted 
by Christ solely for spiritual purposes—to be a memorial of his 
9* 
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death, a seal of his testament, a sign of union to his person, and 
communion with him in his benefits, and a badge of fraternity 
among his followers; and that to employ it for secular purposes is 
a profanation of it: that the bread and wine in this sacrament 
are not converted into the real body and blood of Christ, but are 
only symbols of his broken body and shed blood; that kneeling 
in receiving the ordinance of the Supper originated-in, and tends 
to, superstition and idolatry; and that as this is not a converting, 
but a confirming ordinance,so promiscuous admission to the Lord’s 
Supper must be a gross perversion of its design. 


Sect. IV.—-Of the Sabbath. 


In defence of the doctrine of the Confession, chap. xxi. sect. 7, 
8; and in opposition to those who deny the morality of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, and others, who restrict the sanctification of it to 
the time of public worship, 

We declare ,—that, although the proportion of time to be ob- 
servedasaSabbath unto the Lord, the particular day of the week, 
and the special ends of the Sabbath as a commemorative ordi- 
nance, are determined by pusitive institution ; yet it has its primary 
foundation in moral-natural law, as it is a dictate of that law, 
that a due proportion of our time be wholly employed in the 
worship of God; that the precept respecting the sanctification of 
the Sabbath is accordingly embodied with the other moral 
precepts of the Decalogue, which are of perpetual obligation; and 
that, although the day of rest is changed, yet the sanctification 
of it inculcated in that precept, is of the same obligation under 
the Christian as under the Mosaic dispensation. 


CHAPTER XIX. 
6¥ THE CHURCH, CHURCH-COMMUNION, AND CHURCH-GOV- 
ERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE. 
Secr.1—Of the Church and Church-Communion. 

1. In defence of the Confession, chap. xxv. sec. 1, 2; and in 
opposition to the Independents, who confine the idea of a visible 
church to a single congregation met in one place for public wor- 
ship, 

We declare,—That there is a Catholic or Universal Visible 
Church, consisting ofall those throughout the world who profess 
the true religion, together with their children, to which Christ 
hath given the ministry and ordinances of the Gospel; that, as it 
is impossible that the whole of this universal church can meet in 
one place for the observance of the ordinances of religion, it is 
necessary that particular churches or congregations should be 
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formed for that purpose; but that these particular churches con- 
stitute similar integral parts of the Catholic Church, and are 
entitled to enjoy, and bound, as they have opportunity, to hold, 
communion in all religious ordinances with one another. 


2. In opposition also tothe Independents, who make positive 
marks of regeneration the term of admission, in the case of adults, 
to the communion of the Church in sealing ordinances, 

We declare,—-That, though none are to be admitted who have 
evident marks of their being unregenerated, yet exacting from 
persons positive marks of their being in a state of grace, as in- 
dispensable to their admission to church fellowship, has no 
warrant from scripture. 


3. In opposition to the Erastians, and others, who plead for 
the admission of all who call themselves Christians, 

We declare,—That none are to be admitted but those who 
make a serious profession of the true religion, rendered credible 
by a competent measure of knowledge, and a corresponding walk 
and conversation. 


4. In opposition to those who maintain the latitudinarian prin- 
ciple, that the terms of ecclesiastical fellowship should be limited 
to what they call essential or fundamental points in religion, and 
that mutual forbearance should be exercised respecting all other 
points, ' 

We declare,—That, although some of the doctrines and duties 
of religion may be of greater importance than others, in them- 
selves, and in respect of the place they hold in the general sys- 
tem; yet, as the authority of God is the proper ground on which 
our obligation to believe and profess what he has been pleased 
to reveal in his word, rests; so none ought to be admitted who 
state themselves in opposition to any part of his revealed will; 
and that the forbearance enjoined in Scripture is not a doctrinal 
or judicial forbearance, to be employed in bringing down the 
standard of truth and duty to the weakness and imperfections of 
men, but a practical forbearance towards those who are weak in 
knowledge, and other attainments, and which has for its object, 
in the due use of means, the bringing of thei up to that standard. 


5. In opposition to many who wantonly, and without necessary 
causes, withdraw from the communion of the church, and form 
themselves into separate associations for the purposes of religious 
fellowship, 
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We declare,—That, asthe holding of communion with the 
Church, is not only a high privilege, but also a great duty, as 
tending to advance the glory of God, to preserve the visible 
unity of the body of Christ, and to promote the edification of its 
members,—so it must be sinful to break off this communion from 
a particular church on slight grounds, or such as do not affect the 
great ends of ecclesiastical fellowship. 


6. In opposition to those who deny the warrantableness of 
separation from a corrupt church, even when she is obstinately 
persisting in a course of defection; and to those who maintain 
that it is unwarrantable to separate from a church, so long as she 
may be considered a church of Christ, and so long as the means 
which they consider sufficient for the salvation of the soul are to 
be found in her communion, ' 

We declare,—That it is lawful and necessary to separate from 
a church which obstinately maintains gross and pernicious errors: 
which is idolatrous or superstitious in her worship, and tyranni- 
cal in her government; which has imposed sinful terms of com- 
munion, or whose fellowship involves us in sin, or in the neglect 
of some necessary duty: That separation does not necessarily 
imply that the body left has ceased in all respects to be a church 
of Christ, though it supposes her to be unfaithful and corrupt; 
and that separation may become necessary, not only, or princi- 
pally, for the spiritual safety of the party separating, but also 
from a regard to the general interests of religion, and as a means 
of reclaiming the church from which the separation is made. 


7. In opposition to those who maintain the warrantableness of 
free communion, or that different denominations may retain their 
separate ecclesiastical state, and all their peculiarities, and yet 
hold communion with one another oceasionally in church ordi- 
nances, 

We declare-—That church communion consists in the joint 
profession of the truths and observance of all ordinances which 
Christ hath appointed in his word: that the visible unity of the 
church lies in the unity of her visible fellowship; and that free 
communion isan obvious violation of that unity: that, in the 
observance of all ecclesiastical ordinances, and in participating of 
the sacraments, in particular, there is a solemn recognition of 
the whole profession made by the church in which they are dis- 
pensed; and that those who belong to another denomination cayp- 
not, in this manner, recognise her profession by occasional com- 
munion with her, but in the way of practically denying theix 
own, and condemning themselves as schismatics. 
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In support of this we observe, That the keeping of the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace, so often and so warmly incul- 
cated in Scripture, were it practicable, with all who name the name 
of Jesus, is an object greatly to be desired; but as this unity is 4 
‘nity in the truth, an as, from the present state of religious so- 
ciety, it cannot be extended to all professed Christians, without 
sacrificing truth and duty; so we must be bound to keep it in 
that ecclesiastical association which, in its constitution and ad- 
ministration, is conformable to the rule of God’s word: That 
the ordinances dispensed in any church must take their character 
from the character of her profession and general administration— 
if the latter be pure, the former must be pure—if the latter be cor- 
rupt, the former must be corrupt; that, consequently, a person can- 
not hold communion occasionally in a corrupt church without par- 
taking of her corruptions, and without materially retracting his 
act ofseparation, if he has separated from her, and condemning his 
eonduct as schismatical; That it encourages persons to continte 
in corrupt communions, by leading them to conclude that there 
is na conscientious ground of difference between them and the 
person who makes no scruple of occasionally joining with them 
in the intimacies of church fellowship: And, in fine, That this 
practice throws a great and effectual bar in the way of all at- 
tempts to attain a scriptural union, by representing that all the 
communion which is desirable among Christians, may be had in 
the way of their still continuing their separate state. 


Secr. Il.—Of the Government and Discipline of the Church. 
1. Against the Erastians, who maintain that the external 
government and discipline of the church belongs to the civil 
magistrate, 

We declare, —That Christ, as the King and Head of the Church, 
aath instituted a form of government in his church distinct from 
civil government, and not subordinate to it, which is to be exer. 
cised by office-bearers whom he hath appointed in his word. 


2. In opposition to the Episcopalians, who vest the govern- 
ment of the church in bishops, archbishops, &c. 

We declare,—Thatas there was a parity among all the Apos- 
tles, and as our Lord severely rebuked the appearance ofa dispo- 
sition among them to seek pre-eminence or superiority to one an- 
other,—so there is a parity among all the ministers of the word; 
and that, since extraordinary offices ceased in the church, there 
is no superiority of office in her, above that of a pastor or teaching 
elder. 

Itis evident that the word bishop, as ysed in the New Testa 
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ment, is of the same import with the words pastor and elder*. 
That all the other orders in the English church have no divine 
warrant, are remnants of the papacy, and that their introduction 
into the Christian church gave rise to the antichristian suprema- 
| cy of the bishop of Rome. 


3. In opposition to the Independents, who maintain that the 
government of the church is lodged in the body of the christian 
people, and that every congregation has a complete and indepen- 
dent power of government within itself, 
| We declare,—That, to assign the government of the church to 
| the body of the people, is inconsistent with the plain distinction 
) which the Scripture makes between the rulers and other members 

of the church, sets aside an institution of Christ, and leads to dis- 

order and confusion: That these rulers or elders, as has been 
| already proved, were given by Christ to the church catholic or 
} universal, and that they must therefore have an official relation, 
not only to the particular congregations over which respectively 
they more immediately preside, but also to the church as a whole: 
that this official relation which they have to the whole church 
demands their co-operation in her general government, and that 
they may meet judicially for that purpose, in smaller or larger 


assemblies, as her exigencies require, and as local circumstances 
| “ permit; and as the several parts must be subordinate to the whole, 
fr so the decisions of the elders or rulers of a particular congrega- 
i 5 tion must be subject to the review and judgment of the elders or 
; rulers of many congregations assembled and acting together: 
A | 


and the decrees of the latter, if lawful in themselves, are binding 
on the former, 


! 4. In opposition both to the Episcopalians and Independents, 
| who deny the divine authority of the office of Ruling Elder, 
: We declare,—That, besides the minister or teaching elder, who 
, labours in word and doctrine, it is requisite, according to Scrip- 
; ture, that there be other elders to join with him in the govern- 
; | ment of the Church. 
ite In proof of this we observe, That, when the Apostle inculcates 
the giving of double honour to elders in general, who rule well, 
if and adds, “‘especially to them who labour in word and doctrine,”’ 
\ it is evidently supposed, that, besides those elders who teach as 
well as rule, there are other elders, the exercise of whose office 
is limited to rule or government: And that these ruling elders 





* Acts xx. 17. compare with ver. 28: 1 Tim. iii. 2,3, 4,5. compare chap 
v 17: Titus i. 5: compare with ver. 7: 1 Pet 1, 2. 
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are also called, m distinction from teaching elders, helps and 
governments*. 


5. In defence of the Confession, ch. xxx., and in opposition to 
the Erastians, who assign the power of inflicting the censures of 
the Church to the civil magistrate; to the practice of taking 
money as a penalty for ecclesiastical offences; and to the neglect 
and abuses of church-discipline, 

We declare,—That Christ hath appointed a certain discipline 
to be exercised in his Church, for vindicating his laws, maintain- 
ing the purity of his worship, reclaiming offenders, deterring 
others from crime, and satisfying the Church as to the repentance 
and submission of her fallen members; that the exercise of this 
discipline belongs exclusively to ecclesiastical rulers; that the 
commutation of church-censures for money is a prostitution of 
the ordinance, anda relic of popery; that public scandals can 
only be purged, according to the rule of Scripture, by public cen- 
sure, and that the censures which Christ hath appointed differ in 
degree according to the nature of the offence. 

For illustration, we observe, That although scandals against 
religious society may also partake of the nature of crimes against 
the state; yet it is only in the latter view that they come under 
the cognizance of civil rulers, and are to be punished with civil 
pains; and that, viewed as scandals against religious society, they 
come under the cognizance of the rulers of the church, and can 
only be punished by ecclesiastical censurest: That the ends of 
discipline in the case of public scandals cannot be gained by the 
private administration of censure, and that the prevailing prac- 
tice of removing scandals in this way, is a subversion of the ends 
of ecclesiastical discipline{: That taking money asa penalty for 
ecclesiastical offences, while it cannot reach conviction to the 
consciences of men, being destitute of a divine sanction, holds 
out a powerful temptation, especially to the rich, to perseverance 
in a course of wickedness, and is the occasion of hardening infi- 
dels in their infidelity§: That the offences which subject to 
church-censures, comprehend error in doctrine as well as immo- 
rality in practice||: That the censures of the church in their dif- 
ferent gradations, from simple admonition to the higher excom- 


munication, are appointed by Christ for the benefit of offenders: 


That the higher excommunication is intended, as well as. othet 
censures, for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of Jesus; that it does not, according to the po- 


* 1 Tim. v.17: 1 Cor. xii. 28. + Mat. xviii. 17, 18: John xx. 20—28. 
t 1 Tim. y. 20: 2 Thess. iii. 14, 15. § Mat. xv. 5—9. i 2 Tim. a. 
i7, 18: Compare 1 Tim. i. 20 ¥ 1 Cor. y. 6. 
; 2 ere . ey ohne 
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pish notion, consist in literally delivering up the offender to the 
devil, but in casting him out of the church into the world, which 
is described in Scripture as Satan’s kingdom; and that this view 
is confirmed by the rule laid down concerning it by Christ him- 
self, “If he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as 
a heathen man and a publican*:” That although the Church 
hath authority to absolve from the highest censures, yet she may 
not exercise it without satisfactory proofs of the repentance of 
the offendert: And, finally, that, as the due exercise of discipline 
is a powerful antidote against error and corruption, so the neg- 
sect of it has uniformly proved ruinous to religious societyt 





Leclesiastical Chronicle. 


PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS. 


At Sharon, S. C. on the 28th of March, Mr. Wm. McElwee was ordained 
‘o the office of the Holy Ministry, and installed Pastor of the united Associate 
Congregations of Sharon, Carmel, and Tirzah. Sermon by Rev. A. Ander- 
son, from John xxi. 15—“Simon, son of Jonas, lovestithou me more than these! 
He saith unto him, yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep.” Charge to the Pastor and people, by Rev. Wim. Dick- 
son. 


PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM. 


At a meeting of the Presbytery on the 6th September, at Unity meeting 
house, Mr. James P. Miller was ordained to the office of the Holy Ministry, 
im pursuance of an order of Synod, with a view to his fulfilling the Mission to 
Missouri. Sermon byRev. Samuel Irvine, from Gal. i. 8—* Though we or 
an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” The charge was delivered 
to Mr. Miller by the Rev. Thomas Hanna. 

Messrs Walker and Miller are to set out on the Missouri Mission on the 
24th of September. 

Mr. Joseph Clokey having accepted a call from the Congregations of Mount 
Pleasant, McMahans Creek, and Belmont, was, at a meeting of this Presby- 
tery, at Mount Pleasant, on the 18th September, ordained and installed Pas- 
tor of said Congregations. Sermon by the Rev. Thomas Hanna, fiom Ezekiel 
iii. 17.—* Son of man, | have made thee a watchman to the houce of i-rael, 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. — 
Charge to Minister and Congregation by the Rev. John Walker. The «ole 
service on both occasions was most solemn and interesting. 


PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDCE. 


At the meeting ofthe Presbytery of Cambridge, in Albany, on the 6th Sep 
tember, a call for Mr. Archibald White, Jr. from the Cong:egation of Balti- 
more, forwarded by the Associate Presbytery of Philadelphia, was presented 
to Mr. Whyte, which he accepted. 

Petitions, from the congregations of Putnam and Ryegste fir the services 
of the Rev. Mr. Gordon, as stated supply till next ™- +5 of Synod, were 
presented; and upon Mr. Gordon’s declining to mae «a choice between the 
two Congregation. for himself, the Presbytery appointed him to the Congre- 
gation of Putnam, till the next meeting of Presbytery. 


* Mat. xviii. 17. + 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. t 1 Cor. v.6.7: Heb. xi 
15, 16; Rev. ii. 14, 15, 16. 
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By R. Park, of Hamilton College. . This work contains a Sum- 
mery of Americdn History, and has réceivéd recommendations 
from numerous distinguished literary gentlemen, one of which is 
subjoined. It is divided into six periods,,as follows: Ist, discoves 
riés and settlements—2d, French and Indian Wars—3d, Revolu- 
tion—4th, General Peace—5th, Late War—6th, Final Peace.— 
The periods are also subdivided into five columns: Ist, Remark- 
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5th Literati, embracing a list of the literary institutions of the 
United States; and the time when founded.—Price in the Pocket 
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